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MISSION STATEMENT

The mission of the Aoki Center is to honor the memory of Professor Keith Aoki by
fostering multi-disciplinary scholarship and practice that critically examine the law
through the lens of race, ethnicity, indigeneity, citizenship, and class. By integrating
the scholarship of the King Hall faculty with the research of academics in other
departments and schools across the UC Davis campus and by connecting critical
race theory to the world of practice and policy, the Aoki Center seeks to deepen our
understanding of issues that have a significant impact on our culture and society.
Inaugurated by faculty, staff, and students in the wake of Aoki’s untimely death in
2011, the Center was established to reflect Keith’s distinguished scholarship but also
to remember his passion for art, music, advocacy, whimsy, and pure fun.

Racial Justice at the Intersection: Connecting Disenfranchised
Voices, Integrating Theory and Practice, Supporting Multi-
Disciplinary Research

The mission of the Aoki Center is to
honor the memory of Professor
Keith Aoki by fostering mult i-
discipl inary scholarship and
practice that cr it ically examine the
law through the lens of race,
ethnicity,  indigeneity,  cit izenship,
and class. 

Professor Keith Aoki
Professor Aoki was an accomplished and respected
scholar in civi l  r ights, cr it ical race theory, intellectual
property, and local government law, and a member of the
American Law Institute; his scholarship was published in
leading legal journals.  Professor Aoki was also a gifted
cartoonist who wrote legal art icles and two books in
comic book style.  



It has been over a decade since Professor Keith Aoki passed away on April 26,
2011, at the age of 55 after a prolonged and debilitating illness. Both of us
were friends of Keith’s and spent time with him in his last days. Keith Aoki’s
legacy of profound commitment to racial justice – and justice for all – reminds
us of the urgency of the fight for justice in our times. Keith would have a lot to
say – and write – about the imperative of teaching critical race perspectives in
law school at a time when lawyers are having to defend our fundamental civil
liberties and engage in creative legal reforms to liberate us from the
oppression of mass incarceration, police violence, voter suppression, hate
crimes, and unjust borders, to name just a few of the systemic racial injustices
of the day. As Keith Aoki did in his life, we commit to this project with fervor
and are honored to continue to host important conversations on a wide range
of topics on racial justice and to support projects aimed at improving our
laws, legal institutions, and the lives of the most vulnerable.  

A Message From Our Co-Directors

KEVIN R. JOHNSON RAQUEL E. ALDANA
Co-Director, Aoki Center

Dean of the UC Davis School of Law

Mabie-Apallas Professor of Public
Interest Law and Chicana/o Studies

Co-Director, Aoki Center

Martin Luther King Jr. Professor
of Law



Dear Aoki Center Community,  

The 2023 - 2024 academic year has presented itself with
unique challenges for all  social justice advocates. We found
ourselves reflecting within our inner most depths and
contemplating our closely held values, fr iendships, and how
we would choose to l ive our truth.  

I  have been educating and dedicating myself to social justice
movement work for a l ittle over a decade now. In my most
trying times, I  have sought for inspiration in the furthest
externalit ies but always found it  within those closest to me -
my community.  

This is why as an Aoki Fellow I  have dedicated my tenure to
building community with students, staff,  and faculty at King
Hall,  UC Davis Main Campus, and beyond. Because our
movement requires longevity and when we feel most
exhausted we must be able to trust we can rely on our
neighbor.  That trust can only be built  and continuously
fortif ied through educational and spiritual work.

Sharing spaces alongside each of you has been educational
and spiritual for me. Witnessing the strength and courage of
our students to advocate for and l ive out their values has been
refreshing and a reason to maintain hope. 

I  look forward to sharing more space with our Aoki Center
community at King Hall  and beyond in the upcoming school
year.  May our resistance against oppression persist,  may our
hope maintain a disciplined and forever enduring strength, and
may we build a new world together.  

In Solidarity,

 
Giselle 

A Letter from Aoki Fellow
Giselle Garcia ‘23

Gigi



Meet the Aoki Center Community

Team



As a center we collectively work to accomplish our
values embedded in our mission statement through:

Explore the Aoki Center’s wonderful programming and
initiatives held throughout the 2023 to 2024 academic
year, and how we built community at King Hall and
beyond.

Research

Education

Practice & Policy

Our co-d i rectors  and d ist ingu ished facul ty
af f i l ia tes conduct  cr i t ica l  research and advance
scholarsh ip  on issues involv ing race,
immigrat ion,  queer  cr i t ica l  theory ,  reproduct ive
r ights ,  and labor  to  steer  the development  of
knowledge and conversat ions in  these f ie lds .  

Through our  regular  programming,  we h ighl ight
key issues and encourage an intersect ional  and
cr i t ica l  analys is  of  law and pract ice .   

Our programming,  scholarsh ip ,  b log posts ,  and
newsletters  support  and advance pol icy
recommendat ions in  l ine wi th  rac ia l  just ice goals .   



On Co-Director Kevin Johnson

Extra! Extra! Read al l  about it !

Scholarship

D e a n  K e v i n  R .  J o h n s o n  a n d  P r o f e s s o r
A m a g d a  P é r e z  ‘9 1  c o-w r o t e  t h e  a r t i c l e
“C r u z  R e y n o s o ’s  F i g h t  f o r  J u s t i c e ”  f o r
a  s p e c i a l  i s s u e  o f  t h e  U C L A  C h i c a n x-
L a t i n x  L a w  R e v i e w  J o u r n a l .  T h e
a r t i c l e  ”c o n s i d e r s  C r u z  R e y n o s o ’s
p i o n e e r i n g  l e g a l  c a r e e r  m a r k e d  b y  a n
u n s w e r v i n g  d e v o t i o n  t o  t h e  s t r u g g l e
f o r  j u s t i c e  f o r  a l l . ”  

D e a n  J o h n s o n  w r o t e  f o r  W a s h i n g t o n  M o n t h l y  o n  h o w  B i d e n ’s  A s y l u m  R e s t r i c t i o n s  R u n  I n t o
a  R o a d b l o c k  a s  t h e  B i d e n  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a t t e m p t s  t o  c u r t a i l  t h e  f l o w  o f  a s y l u m  s e e k e r s
c o m i n g  f r o m  C e n t r a l  a n d  S o u t h  A m e r i c a .  H e  d i s c u s s e s  t h e  d i s j u n c t i o n  b e t w e e n  l a w  a n d
p u b l i c  r e s i s t a n c e  t o  a s y l u m  s e e k e r s  -  e s p e c i a l l y  w h e n  t h e y  a r e  o f  c o l o r .

C o m m e n t e d  f o r  t h e  D a l l a s  M o r n i n g  N e w s  o n  G o v e r n o r  A b b o t ’s  r e c e n t  b l o c k a d e  o f  f e d e r a l
a g e n t s  f r o m  a c c e s s i n g  c e r t a i n  p a r t s  o f  t h e  B o r d e r .  

S p o k e  t o  N a t i o n a l  D e s k  r e g a r d i n g  N Y C  M a y o r  A d a m ’s  c o m m e n t s  o n  m i g r a n t s .  D e a n
J o h n s o n  s a i d  s u c h  c o m m e n t s  a p p e a r  t o  b e  a  “w e a k  e f f o r t  t o  c a p i t a l i z e  o n  s t e r e o t y p e s
a b o u t  i m m i g r a n t s  a s  c r i m i n a l s . ” ”T h e r e  d o e s n ’ t  s e e m  t o  b e  a n y  r e a l  e v i d e n c e  o f  s o m e  k i n d
o f  i m m i g r a n t  c r i m e  w a v e . ”

D e a n  J o h n s o n  j o i n e d  C h a n c e l l o r
G a r y  M a y  o n  F a c e  t o  F a c e  a n d
s h a r e d  h o w  h e  h a s  c e n t e r e d  h i s
w o r k  a r o u n d  t h o s e  i d e a l s  o f  K i n g
H a l l ’s  n a m e s a k e ,  D r .  M L K  J r .  H e
s a y s ,  “B e i n g  a  l a w  s c h o o l  d e v o t e d
t o  s o c i a l  j u s t i c e  a n d  s o c i a l  c h a n g e ,
a n d  t h e  d i v e r s i t y  o f  o u r  f a c u l t y
a n d  s t u d e n t  b o d y  h e l p s  u s  t o
p u r s u e  t h o s e  g o a l s . ”  

https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&rls=en&q=kevin+johnson+gary+may+face+to+face&ie=UTF-8&oe=UTF-8
https://escholarship.org/content/qt400297gg/qt400297gg.pdf?t=s2f7cq
https://escholarship.org/content/qt400297gg/qt400297gg.pdf?t=s2f7cq
https://washingtonmonthly.com/2023/09/08/bidens-asylum-restrictions-run-into-a-roadblock/
https://washingtonmonthly.com/2023/09/08/bidens-asylum-restrictions-run-into-a-roadblock/
https://law.ucdavis.edu/sites/g/files/dgvnsk10866/files/inline-files/Texas%20National%20Guard%20blocks%20federal%20agents%20from%20k%E2%80%A6.pdf
https://thenationaldesk.com/news/americas-news-now/nyc-mayor-everything-is-on-the-table-to-deal-with-unrelenting-inflow-of-migrants-mayor-eric-adams-gov-kathy-hochul-texas-southern-border-asylum-seekers-immigration
https://thenationaldesk.com/news/americas-news-now/nyc-mayor-everything-is-on-the-table-to-deal-with-unrelenting-inflow-of-migrants-mayor-eric-adams-gov-kathy-hochul-texas-southern-border-asylum-seekers-immigration
https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&rls=en&q=kevin+johnson+gary+may+face+to+face&ie=UTF-8&oe=UTF-8
https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&rls=en&q=kevin+johnson+gary+may+face+to+face&ie=UTF-8&oe=UTF-8


R a q u e l  E .  A l d a n a  c o-a u t h o r e d  a r t i c l e ,
“L e s s o n s  F r o m  C o l o m b i a ’s  R e s p o n s e
t o  V e n e z u e l a n  F o r c e d  D i s p l a c e m e n t , ”
a l o n g s i d e  E f r a i n  C r u z ,  S a n d r a  M o r e l i o
P e ñ a ,  K a r i  P e t e r s o n .  “V e n e z u e l a
a c c o u n t s  f o r  o n e  o f  t h e  l a r g e s t
n u m b e r s  o f  f o r c i b l y  d i s p l a c e d  p e o p l e
i n  t h e  w o r l d  [ . . . ]  C o l o m b i a  [h o s t s ]  b y
f a r  t h e  l a r g e s t  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f
V e n e z u e l a n s . ”  W h a t  c a n  w e  l e a r n
f r o m  V e n e z u e l a ’s  r e s p o n s e?

R a q u e l  E .  A l d a n a  c o-a u t h o r e d  a r t i c l e ,  “L a t i n a s
i n  t h e  L e g a l  A c a d e m y :  P r o g r e s s  a n d  P r o m i s e ”
a l o n g s i d e  E m i l e  L o z a  d e  S i l e s ,  S o l a n g e l
M a l d o n a d o ,  a n d  R a c h e l  F .  M o r a n .  I t ’s  b e e n  5 0
y e a r s  s i n c e  G r a c i e l a  O l i v á r e z  b e c a m e  t h e  f i r s t
L a t i n a  l a w  p r o f e s s o r  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  T h i s
a r t i c l e  c e l e b r a t e s  t h e  t r a j e c t o r y  a n d
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  o f  L a t i n a  s c h o l a r s h i p  i n  t h e  l e g a l
a c a d e m y  a n d  r e f l e c t s  o n  i n s p i r i n g  l e s s o n s  f o r
L a t i n a s  h o p i n g  t o  j o i n  t h e  a c a d e m y .  

On Co-Director Raquel Aldana

I n  c e l e b r a t i o n  o f  H i s p a n i c  H e r i t a g e  M o n t h ,  R a q u e l  A l d a n a  w a s
h o n o r e d  o n  t h e  A m e r i c a n  B a r  A s s o c i a t i o n ’s  l i s t  o f  I n f l u e n t i a l  H i s p a n i c
A c t i v i s t s  a n d  L e g a l  T r a i l b l a z e r s .  S h e  d e d i c a t e d  t h e  a w a r d  t o  “ t h e  o n e s
w h o  h a v e  d e d i c a t e d  t h e i r  l i v e s  t o  t h e  p u r s u i t  o f  s o c i a l  j u s t i c e ,  a n d
e s p e c i a l l y  o n  b e h a l f  o f  i m m i g r a n t s  a n d  L a t i n o s/a s/e s . ”  

S h e  w a s  a l s o  a w a r d e d  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  f i r s t  c o h o r t  o f  t h e  U C  D a v i s
H u m a n i t i e s  a n d  S o c i a l  S c i e n c e s  S t i m u l a t i n g  E x c e p t i o n a l  a n d  E s s e n t i a l
D i s c o v e r y  (S E E D )  f u n d i n g  p r o g r a m .  S h e  r e c i e v e d  t h e  a w a r d  f o r  a
p r o j e c t  t i t l e d ,  “A d j u d i c a t i n g  C r e d i b i l i t y  a n d  t h e  R o l e  o f  I m m i g r a t i o n
F o r e n s i c s  A s s e s s m e n t s . ”

In celebration 

Scholarship

https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=4578095
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=4598381
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=4578095
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=4578095
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=4598381
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=4598381
https://www.americanbar.org/content/dam/aba/administrative/hispanic_legal_rights/national-hispanic-heritage-month-aba.pdf
https://www.americanbar.org/content/dam/aba/administrative/hispanic_legal_rights/national-hispanic-heritage-month-aba.pdf
https://law.ucdavis.edu/news/professor-aldana-receives-funding-through-uc-davis-new-seed-program


Explore the Aoki Center’s wonderful programming and
initiatives held throughout the 2023 to 2024 academic
year, and how we buit community at King Hall and beyond.

The UC Davis Aoki Center for Critical Race and Nation Studies is pleased to announce a new Critical Race Theory (CRT)

Book Series to be published by the University of California Press. Co-edited by Dean Kevin R. Johnson and Professor

Raquel E. Aldana, jointly Co-Directors of the Aoki Center, the series promises to break new ground in critical race theory

by developing a global, interdisciplinary, multiracial, and accessible series of books that reveal how racial subordination

and white supremacy are embedded in U.S. life and law.

We are joined in this series by a distinguished Advisor Board:

Mario Barnes, Professor of Law, UC Irvine

Rose Cuison Villazor, Professor of Law and Chancellor's Social Justice Scholar, Rutgers Law School

Angela Harris, Distinguished Professor of Law Emerita, UC Davis

Beth Rose Middleton, Professor and Designated Emphasis Chair, UC Davis (Native American Studies)

Solangel Maldonado, Eleanor Bontecou Professor of Law and Associate Dean for Faculty Research and Development,
Seton Hall

Angela Onwuachi-Willig, Ryan Roth Gallo and Ernest J. Gallo Dean and Professor of Law, Boston University

Mary Romero, Professor of Justice Studies and Social Inquiry Emerita, Arizona State (Justice Studies and Social Inquiry)

Wadie Said, Professor of Law and Dean’s Faculty Fellow, University of Colorado

We invite you to submit a book proposal by following the UC Press guidelines. We are looking for books that probe the

myriad of ways in which race is the bedrock of law and social structure in the United States across a variety of areas such

as education, housing, voting, economic opportunity, health and reproductive justice, immigration, policing, foreign

relations. Through the series, we hope to underscore the importance of teaching and learning critical race perspectives at

a time when lawyers are forced to defend fundamental civil liberties and engage in creative legal reforms to liberate us

from the oppression of today’s systemic racial injustices. We are, of course, open to dialoguing with you prior to the

submission of your proposal to discuss ideas and approach. We look forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely yours,

Kevin R. Johnson, Dean and Mabie-Appallas Professor of Public Interest Law & Chicana/o Studies &

Raquel E. Aldana, Martin Luther King Jr., Professor of Law

Co-Directors, Aoki Center for Critical Race and Nation Studies

https://www.ucpress.edu/series/crt/critical-race-theory
https://www.ucpress.edu/series/crt/critical-race-theory
https://www.ucpress.edu/resources/book-proposal-guidelines


Faculty Affiliate Highlights

Gabriel “Jack” Chin
Edward L. Barrett Jr. Chair of Law,

Martin Luther King Jr. Professor of Law,
and Director of Clinical Legal Education

P r o f e s s o r  C h i n  d i d  a r d u o u s  w o r k  o n  a n
A m i c i  b r i e f  f i l e d  o n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  A o k i
C e n t e r  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  P l a i n t i f f s-
A p p e l l a n t s  i n  Shen v .  S impson .  H e
c o l l a b o r a t e d  w i t h  o t h e r  C e n t e r s  a n d
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  t h e  p u r s u i t  t o  e n j o i n
F l o r i d a ’s  C o n v e y a n c e s  t o  F o r e i g n  E n t i t i e s
L a w ,  w h i c h  r e s t r i c t s  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  n o n-
c i t i z e n  a n d  n o n-p e r m a n e n t  r e s i d e n t
i n d i v i d u a l s  d o m i c i l e d  i n  C h i n a  t o  o w n  r e a l
p r o p e r t y  i n  F l o r i d a .  W e  t h a n k  h i m  f o r
s e r v i n g  a s  c o u n s e l  o n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  A o k i
C e n t e r  a n d  f o r  a l l  o f  h i s  w o r k  o n  t h i s !  

R e a d  -  t h e  S o u t h e r n  D i s t r i c t  o f  M i s s i s s i p p i  a n d  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  h i g h  c o u r t s  c i t e s  P r o f e s s o r
C h i n ’s  s c h o l a r s h i p .

L e a r n  a b o u t  P r o f e s s o r  C h i n ’s  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t  o n  W o o d l a n d ’s  C h i c a g o  C a f e .  T h e  p r o j e c t  h a s
b e e n  f e a t u r e d  o n  m a n y  n e w s  o u t l e t s  l i k e  C a p i t a l  P u b l i c  R a d i o ,  The  San Franc isco  Chronic le ,
a n d  G o o d  D a y  S a c r a m e n t o .  

Irene Oritseweyinmi Joe

Professor of Law &
Chancellor’s Fellow

P r o f e s s o r  J o e  r e c e i v e d  t h e  2 0 2 4  D i s t i n g u i s h e d
T e a c h i n g  A w a r d .  

P r o f e s s o r  J o e  w a s  s e l e c t e d  a s  t h e  2 0 2 3-2 0 2 4  U C
D a v i s  C h a n c e l l o r ’s  F e l l o w .  A s  p a r t  o f  t h e  f i v e-y e a r
f e l l o w s h i p ,  J o e  w i l l  r e c e i v e  a  o n e- t i m e  a w a r d  o f
$2 5 ,0 0 0  t o  s u p p o r t  r e s e a r c h ,  t e a c h i n g  a n d  s e r v i c e
a c t i v i t i e s .

Mary Louise Frampton 

Professor of Law Emerita 

P r o f e s s o r  F r a m p t o n  i s  a  v i s i t i n g  s c h o l a r  a t  U N C  C h a p e l
H i l l  w r i t i n g  a  b o o k  a b o u t  t h e  t r i a l s  a r i s i n g  o u t  o f  t h e
1 9 7 9  G r e e n s b o r o  M a s s a c r e .

S h e  i s  a c t i v e  o n  t h e  c o o r d i n a t i n g  c o m m i t t e e  o f  t h e
C r i t i c a l  L e g a l  C o l l e c t i v e  p u s h i n g  b a c k  a g a i n s t  t h e  a t t a c k s
o n  t h e  t r u t h f u l  t e a c h i n g  o f  r a c e ,  w h i c h  h a d  i t s  i n a u g u r a l
c o n v e n i n g  i n  N o v e m b e r  a t  D u k e  L a w  S c h o o l .

P r o f e s s o r  F r a m p t o n  i s  s e r v i n g  o n  t h e  p l a n n i n g
c o m m i t t e e s  o f  t h e  U C  D a v i s  G r a n d  C h a l l e n g e s ’
“R e i m a g i n i n g  t h e  L a n d  G r a n d  U n i v e r s i t y , ”  t h e  A o k i
C e n t e r  F r e e  P e o p l e  o f  C o l o r  P r o j e c t ,  a n d  t h e  D E I  T r i b a l
J u s t i c e  P r o j e c t .

 I n  J u n e  s h e  w i l l  b e  p r e s e n t i n g  a  p a p e r  o n  t e a c h i n g
r e s t o r a t i v e  j u s t i c e  a s  a  r a c i a l  j u s t i c e  t o o l  a t  a  J o u r n a l  o f
L e g a l  E d u c a t i o n  c o n f e r e n c e  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  V e r m o n t

https://law.ucdavis.edu/news/us-district-court-mississippi-massachusetts-high-court-cite-professor-chin
https://law.ucdavis.edu/news/professor-chins-research-project-identifies-californias-oldest-chinese-restaurant-woodlandrant
https://law.ucdavis.edu/news/professor-joe-receive-2024-distinguished-teaching-award
https://law.ucdavis.edu/news/professor-joe-receive-2024-distinguished-teaching-award
https://law.ucdavis.edu/news/professor-joe-selected-uc-davis-chancellors-fellow
https://law.ucdavis.edu/news/professor-joe-selected-uc-davis-chancellors-fellow


Lisa Pruitt

Distinguished Professor of Law

Aaron Tang

Professor of Law

P r o f e s s o r  A a r o n  T a n g  w r o t e  a n  o p i n i o n  p i e c e  f o r  t h e
L o s  A n g e l e s  T i m e s  h e a d l i n e d ,  “T r u m p  w a n t s  a  p a u s e
o n  h i s  J a n .  6  t r i a l .  T h e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  s h o u l d  b a r r e l
a h e a d .

 
P r o f e s s o r  T a n g  p u b l i s h e d  h i s  h i g h l y  a c c l a i m e d  b o o k ,
Supreme Hubr i s :  How Overconf idence  I s  Dest roy ing
the  Court―and How We Can F ix  I t  (Y a l e  U n i v e r s i t y
P r e s s ) .

P r o f e s s o r  L i s a  P r u i t  g a v e  a  t a l k  t i t l e d ,  “T h e  R a c i a l
P o l i t i c s  o f  D e m o n  C o p p e r h e a d , ”  a t  t h e  C l a s s C r i t s  X I V
P r o g r a m  a t  S o u t h w e s t e r n  L a w  S c h o o l .  

P r u i t t  s e r v e d  a s  a  p a n e l i s t  f o r  t h e  “T e a c h i n g  a n d
S c h o l a r s h i p ”  a n d  “H o w  O t h e r  S t a t e s  a n d  I n d u s t r i e s
D r a w  T a l e n t  t o  R u r a l  A r e a s ”  d i s c u s s i o n s ,  a n d
m o d e r a t e d  t h e  “R u r a l  C o m m u n i t y  a n d  A t t o r n e y  D a t a ”
p a n e l  a t  t h e  S y m p o s i u m  o n  R u r a l  L a w y e r s  a t  t h e
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  S o u t h  D a k o t a .  

Andrea Cann Chandrasekher

Professor of Law

 
P r o f e s s o r  A n d r e a  C a n n  C h a n d r a s e k h e r  s p o k e  a t  t h e
L a w  a n d  t h e  S o c i a l  S c i e n c e s ’  p a n e l  “N e w  F r o n t s  i n
E q u a l i t y  L a w  a n d  S o c i a l  S c i e n c e s ”  o n  S a t u r d a y ,  J a n .
6 .

S h e  a l s o  s p o k e  a t  U C  B e r k e l e y  S c h o o l  o f  L a w  a b o u t
h e r  r e s e a r c h  o n  c o n s u m e r  r e d l i n i n g .  H e r
p r e s e n t a t i o n  a d d r e s s e d  t h e  t y p e  o f  r e t a i l
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  t h a t  “o c c u r s  w h e n  c h a i n  s t o r e s  i n
B l a c k  n e i g h b o r h o o d s  o f f e r  a  l o w e r-q u a l i t y
c o n s u m e r  e x p e r i e n c e  t h a n  t h o s e  s a m e  c h a i n  s t o r e s
i n  w h i t e  n e i g h b o r h o o d s . ”

Thomas Joo

Martin Luther King Jr. 
Professor of Law

A f t e r  S a c r a m e n t o  N A A C P  p r e s i d e n t  a n d  o t h e r
o f f i c i a l s  w e r e  s u s p e n d e d  o v e r  a l l e g e d  f i n a n c i a l
i m p r o p r i e t i e s  f o r  a p p e a r i n g  t o  h a v e  u t i l i z e d  t h e i r
o w n  b u s i n e s s e s  t o  a d m i n i s t e r  a  m u l t i-b i l l i o n  d o l l a r
c o u n t y  s p o n s o r e d  f o o d  p r o g r a m .  P r o f e s s o r  J o o
s p o k e  t o  t h e  S a c r a m e n t o  B e e  a b o u t  t h e  c o n t r a c t ’s
c l e a r  t e r m s  p r o h i b i t i n g  t h e  n o n-p r o f i t ’s  o f f i c e r s
f r o m  u s i n g  t h e i r  o w n  b u s i n e s s ,  u n l e s s  t h e y  c a n
c o u n t e r-a r g u e  t h e i r  b u s i n e s s  a r e  b e s t  s u i t e d  a n d
u n d e r w e n t  a  f o r m a l  b i d d i n g  p r o c e s s .  

https://law.ucdavis.edu/news/professor-tang-writes-la-times-about-jan-6-colorado-trump-cases
https://law.ucdavis.edu/news/professor-pruitt-discusses-kingsolver-novel-classcrits-conference
https://law.ucdavis.edu/news/professor-pruitt-discusses-kingsolver-novel-classcrits-conference
https://law.ucdavis.edu/news/professor-pruitt-takes-part-three-panels-symposium-rural-lawyers
https://memberaccess.aals.org/eweb/DynamicPage.aspx?webcode=SesDetails&ses_key=26dd268e-3d82-4e54-a5ba-1c2da85d7180
https://memberaccess.aals.org/eweb/DynamicPage.aspx?webcode=SesDetails&ses_key=26dd268e-3d82-4e54-a5ba-1c2da85d7180
https://law.ucdavis.edu/news/berkeley-law-talk-professor-chandrasekher-addresses-consumer-redlining
https://law.ucdavis.edu/news/professor-joo-talks-bee-about-local-naacp-officials-reported-financial-improprieties


Mary Ziegler

Martin Luther King Jr. 
Professor of Law

P r o f e s s o r  Z i e g l e r  w r o t e  f o r  t h e  New York  T imes  a b o u t
h o w  T r u m p ’s  r e e l e c t i o n  c o u l d  f u r t h e r  n e g a t i v e l y  i m p a c t
a b o r t i o n  r i g h t s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y .

 
T h e  S m i t h s o n i a n  A m e r i c a n  W o m e n ’s  H i s t o r y  M u s e u m
s e l e c t s  M a r y  Z i e g l e r  t o  j o i n  a  c o m m i t t e e  o f  s c h o l a r s  t o
h e l p  g u i d e  t h e  m u s e u m ’s  e f f o r t s  t o  c a p t u r e  t h e
e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  w o m e n  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .

C-S P A N ’s  “L e c t u r e s  i n  H i s t o r y ”  f e a t u r e d  P r o f e s s o r
Z i e g l e r  a s  o n e  o f  t h e  w o r l d ’s  l e a d i n g  a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  t h e
l e g a l  h i s t o r y  o f  s t r u g g l e s  o v e r  r e p r o d u c t i o n  i n  t h e
U n i t e d  S t a t e s .

Lisa Ikemoto

Martin Luther King Jr.
Professor of Law

Leticia Saucedo 

Martin Luther King Jr.
Professor of Law

 
P r o f e s s o r  I k e m o t o  d e l i v e r e d  t h e  k e y n o t e  a d d r e s s  a t
t h e  U C  S a n  D i e g o  G e n e t i c s  T r a i n i n g  P r o g r a m ’s  a n n u a l
r e t r e a t .  T h e  t a l k  w a s  t i t l e d  “F i x i n g  t h e  f u t u r e?  H u m a n
h e r i t a b l e  g e n o m i c  m o d i f i c a t i o n  a n d  t h e  l i m i t s  o f
b i o e t h i c s . ”

S h e  w a s  a l s o  w a s  h o n o r e d  a t  t h e  W o r k s h o p  f o r  A s i a n
A m e r i c a n  P a c i f i c  I s l a n d e r  a n d  M i d d l e  E a s t e r n  a n d
N o r t h  A f r i c a n  W o m e n  i n  L e g a l  A c a d e m y  a t  N Y U  L a w
f o r  h e r  y e a r s  o f  d e d i c a t e d  s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  a c a d e m y .

 
D i r e c t e d  b y  P r o f e s s o r  L e t i c i a  S a u c e d o  a n d  P r o f e s s o r
E m e r i t a  R o b y n  R o d r i g u e z ,  t h e  L a b o r  a n d  C o m m u n i t y
C e n t e r  o f  t h e  G r e a t e r  C a p i t a l  R e g i o n  a t  U C  D a v i s  L a w
w i l l  s t u d y  t h e  e c o n o m i c  a n d  s o c i a l  i m p a c t  o f  a  v a r i e t y
o f  l a b o r  a n d  e m p l o y m e n t  i s s u e s ,  p r o v i d e  t i m e l y ,
p o l i c y- r e l e v a n t  r e s e a r c h ,  a n d  e d u c a t e  t h e  n e x t
g e n e r a t i o n  o f  l a b o r  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  l e a d e r s .

Courtney Joslin 

Martin Luther King Jr. 
Professor of Law

P r o f e s s o r  C o u r t n e y  J o s l i n  w a s  i n t e r v i e w e d  b y
L a w 3 6 0  o n  e m p l o y e r  m a r i t a l  s t a t u s  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n ,
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  r e f u s a l  t o  e x t e n d  b e n e f i t s  t o  p a r t n e r s
o f  n o n-m a r r i e d  e m p l o y e e s  a n d  t h e  i m p a c t  o n
f a m i l i e s .

P r o f e s s o r  C o u r t n e y  J o s l i n  t e s t i f i e d  i n  s u p p o r t  o f
M i c h i g a n  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  w o u l d  u p d a t e  t h e  s t a t e ’s
p a r e n t a g e  l a w s  r e g a r d i n g  c h i l d r e n  b o r n  t h r o u g h
a s s i s t e d  r e p r o d u c t i o n  a n d  s u r r o g a c y .

https://law.ucdavis.edu/news/professor-ikemoto-delivers-keynote-ucsd
https://www.law.cuny.edu/aapi-mena-women-in-the-legal-academy-workshop/
https://www.law.cuny.edu/aapi-mena-women-in-the-legal-academy-workshop/
https://www.law.cuny.edu/aapi-mena-women-in-the-legal-academy-workshop/
https://law.ucdavis.edu/news/professors-saucedo-and-rodriguez-lead-uc-davis-labor-and-community-center
https://law.ucdavis.edu/news/professors-saucedo-and-rodriguez-lead-uc-davis-labor-and-community-center
https://law.ucdavis.edu/news/law360-quotes-professor-joslin-marital-status-based-workplace-bias
https://law.ucdavis.edu/news/law360-quotes-professor-joslin-marital-status-based-workplace-bias
https://law.ucdavis.edu/news/professor-joslin-testifies-support-michigan-legislation


Aoki Legal Fellow in Action

Giselle was honored to participate in a panel organized by LSA’s
Wellness Committee & Basic Needs titled, “Breaking the Stigma.”
The space elevated the need more mental health support while in
law school and after when practicing in the field, and sought to
normalize conversations about mental health struggles. 

NorCal Resist is a leading community grassroots organization
supporting asylum seekers by addressing basic needs and the
dearth in access to legal aid. They have met the growing need for
asylum seekers to file their asylum applications before their 1 year
deadlines through their Pro Se Asylum Clinic. Giselle was able to
volunteer and assist a family with a baby on the way. King Hall’s
Immigration Law Association also joined with over 15 law student
volunteers!

She attended Weelaunee Worldwide Mass Action Speaking Tour at UC
Davis. The battle to protect the Weelaunee Forest in Atlanta transcends local
politcs. The design behind the faility is intended to simulate a city to better
train law enforcement on military-like urban combat. These facilities are now
being proposed or built across the country and many threaten local
ecological systems like Atlanta;s Weelaunee Forest. It was an important
discussion on community organizing and the intersections of racial justice,
police militarization, and environmental protection.

Giselle established a book drive for the Aoki Center to collect materials
for UC Davis Books to Prisons. She collected book donations to
distribute to incarcerated people in facilities across the country. She
thanks Professor Hunt and the many students who donated powerful
materials!

The Anti-Recidivism Coalition is taking advantage of SB 731, California’s
expansive post-conviction relief law, to help community members seal
their records. This will help many who are burdened by a conviction gain
more access to stable housing, education, and employment. Giselle
participated in their expgungement clinic and looks forward to future
collaboration between the Aoki Center and ARC!

Giselle joined the UC Davis School of Education for their Senior Day
Conference. The Educational Talent Search Program is a federally
funded college outreach program for low-income, first gen college-
bound students. The event hosted 75 high school seniors from
Sacramento, Woodland, Winters and Fairfield to learn about resources
for college success. Giselle was able to to chat with students who want
legal careers and encouraged them to pursue their goals!

Giselle represented the Aoki Center to support the community’s call
for the Senate to pass AB 280: the California Mandela Act, a
comprehensive bill to reform the practice of solitary confinement as a
tool for torture. Assembly member Chris Holden, who introduced the
bill, spoke at the rally alongside a group of solitary confinement
survivors who shared their stories. Some survivors spent between 13
and 20 years in solitary and continue to suffer from traumatic effects.



Dean Kevin Johnson Raquel Aldana

The Aoki Blog Our Aoki Blog is a special space for our Center and
community contributors to express succinct analysis of
various research topics of interest in relation to Critical
Race Theory and racial justice. 

Legal Fellow Giselle Garcia

Norbie Kumagai and 
Melissa Moreno, Ph.D. 

https://law.ucdavis.edu/news/how-collective-power-creates-profound-impact-our-trans-and-non-binary-community
https://law.ucdavis.edu/aoki-blog/ninth-circuit-racism-and-immigration-law
https://law.ucdavis.edu/aoki-blog/immorality-dacas-illegality
https://law.ucdavis.edu/aoki-blog/stain-colorblindness
https://law.ucdavis.edu/aoki-blog/children-neglected-victims-politics
https://law.ucdavis.edu/aoki-blog/quiet-descent-atrocity
https://law.ucdavis.edu/aoki-blog/stopcopcity-where-environmental-and-policing-struggles-collide-peoples-fight-protect-life
https://law.ucdavis.edu/aoki-blog/de-sensationalizing-critical-race-theory
https://law.ucdavis.edu/aoki-blog/labor-strikes-melt-ice
https://law.ucdavis.edu/aoki-blog/remembering-affirmative-action-family-legacy-davis
https://law.ucdavis.edu/news/lessons-uc-25-year-experiment-race-neutral-admissions-processes
https://law.ucdavis.edu/aoki-blog/incarcerated-worker
https://law.ucdavis.edu/aoki-blog/billion-dollar-jail-expansion-will-cost-sacramento-more-money
https://law.ucdavis.edu/aoki-blog/crt-abolitionist-project
https://law.ucdavis.edu/aoki-blog/mujeres-resueltas
https://law.ucdavis.edu/aoki-blog/mujeres-resueltas
https://law.ucdavis.edu/academics/centers/aoki-center/blog?page=0


March 2030

Angela Harris Prize for Critical Race
Scholarship

The Angela Harris Prize for Critical Race Scholarship is named after Professor Emerita
Angela Harris, who has written extensively in the field of critical legal theory while examining
how law sometimes reinforces and sometimes challenges subordination on the basis of race,
gender, sexuality, class, and other dimensions of power and identity. Through her scholarly
work and mentorship, generations of students have taken up the pursuit of examining law

through a critical lens. 

As an acknowledgement of the impact Professor Harris has made at King Hall, the Aoki
Center dedicated the prize for critical race scholarship in her honor. The winning recipient
receives a $400 scholarship and their paper will be published into the Social Justice Law
Review journal at UC Davis School of Law. The Harris Prize is awarded during the Public

Interest Graduation for the paper which makes the most significant scholarly contribution in
the field of critical race theory. 

The 2024 Angela Harris Prize was awarded to 

Bo Yan J. Moran ‘24

“Gold Rush Anti-Chinese Racism: The Birth of San Francisco’s Housing Crisis”



Fall Welcome Mixer
The purpose of our Welcome Mixer was to connect with faculty, staff, and the
student body to introduce the Center and our commitment to building community
rooted in social justice work at King Hall. We collaborate with the Diversity, Equity,
and Inclusion Director, Alexis Elston, and King Hall’s DEI Committee. 

JOIN

US



The School of Law’s Racial Justice 
Speaker Series

Created in response to the tragic killings by police of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor and others and the
widespread protests that followed, UC Davis Law’s Racial Justice Speaker Series is now in its fourth year.
Reaffirming the law school’s longtime commitment to racial justice, the series invites leading scholars
from around the country to explore systemic racism as it pertains to all communities of color and areas
of law. The goals are to inform, enlighten, and - most important - engage in meaningful conversation
with our King Hall community and the larger public.

The Aoki Center is proud to co-sponsor this powerful and important series. 

“Go Back To Where You Came From - And
Other Helpful Recommendations”

Wajahat Ali

Alum Wajahat Ali returned to King Hall to address the students and faculty
through a blunt, honest, and entertaining conversation on how to build what he
called a “multicultural coalition” to combat the rise of hate and bigotry in the
U.S. He shared stories, lessons in hope, and awkward tales from law school.

"Reckoning with Race and Disability:
Guardianship and Racial Extraction”

Jasmine E. Harris

Our national reckoning with racial injustice will be incomplete until we contend
with the relationship between race and disability as legal categories in
American law and policy. This discussion offered an opportunity to explore the
intersection of race and disability through the history of one specific institution
–guardianship.

"The Spectrum of Race for Social Justice"

Nicole Santamaría

Nicole Santamaria is the Executive Director of El/La Para TransLatinas, a non-
profit dedicated to serving trans, intersex, and gender-diverse Latinx
immigrants in the Bay Area. Nicole delved into the multifaceted dimensions of
the racial justice movement, exploring the diverse experiences within the
Latinx immigrant community. Drawing on personal and professional anecdotes,
historical context, and current events, Nicole guided the audience through the
intricacies of navigating race, identity, and intersectionality.



"Essential Worker, Expendable Family?"

Aziza Ahmed

From, COVID-19 to a lack of access to abortion, public health crises are
shining light on the legal arrangements that shape the ability of individuals to
live, that make people sick, or die. Yet, time and again, public health actors
neglect to consider how families matter. The impact of this obfuscation is
clear: poor health outcomes, especially for poor families of color. Drawing on
insights from political economy and feminist legal theory, we explored why
and how the family has been exceptionalized in the response to public health
crises.

"Where American Constitutional Democracy
Stands a Quarter Way Through the 21st Century"

Vikram Amar

Distinguished professor of law Vikram Amar discussed how the Supreme
Court’s commitment to a constitutional jurisprudence ostensibly grounded in
principled originalism requires expertise in constitutional history that the
current Justices and the Supreme Court bar by and large lack, and how law
schools and legal academics can and should – if they are able to clean their
own house first -- play a larger and salutary role in constitutional
adjudication. He illustrated this theme through recent controversies involving
the regulation of congressional and presidential elections – disputes whose
proper resolution is vital to the preservation our constitutional democracy.

“Native Justice Now: Perspectives on
Disproportionate Incarceration and the Crisis of

Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women”

Morning Star Gali 

Morning Star Gali is the Project Director for Restoring Justice for Indigenous
Peoples (RJIP) and the California Tribal and Community Liaison for the
International Indian Treaty Council. She illuminated the crisis of Missing and
Murdered Indigenous People (MMIP) as a pressing human rights issue in
California, nationally, and internationally. Morning Star Gali addressed the
historic and structural roots as well as far-reaching impacts of the MMIP crisis,
current initiatives, and how the public can better support the investigation,
prosecution, and prevention of crimes against Indigenous Peoples.



Critical Perspectives on 1L Classes Series
The purpose of the "Critical Perspectives" talk is twofold: 

First, to expose 1L students to critical perspectives that often do not make it onto the
syllabus of regular first-year classes and connect students to the concerns and
perspectives that brought them to law school in the first place. 
Second, to connect King Hall students more closely with our extraordinary faculty in
areas of their expertise, such as race, immigration, gender, sexuality. 

Through these talks, interested students can learn more about the cutting edge of legal
scholarship in these fields and develop a better understanding of faculty research projects.

FALL 2023

SPRING 2024



UCD Hispanic Serving Institution 
Speaker Series

The Aoki Center and UCD Office of the Vice Chancellor for Diversity, Equity and
Inclusion hosted the HSI Speaker Series to foster a space of belonging to Latino/a/x
students and community members. 

Dr. Melissa Moreno presented about how Ethnic studies (i.e., NAS, CHI, AFROAM, AMS)
and its origins, pedagogies, and research provides the basis for developing the intellectual
capital to serve our communities. The teaching, learning, and research for “self-awareness”
that has emerged from Ethnic studies has been transformative and life changing for many
generations. Ethnic studies have made our society and the academy ethically and morally
better, and has significantly contributed to the truth-telling and well-being of our
communities. 

Professor Maceo Montoya graced us with a collection of his artwork and the stories that
inspired each piece. He reminded us all about the power of narrative to evoke our own
emotions and those of our communities.



Bill Hing joined us at King Hall for a Book Talk on his latest work, Humanizing Immigration: How to
Transform Our Racist and Unjust Immigration System. After fifty years working in immigration law
and policy, it became clear to Professor Hing that immigration enforcement must end. His book is
placed within the abolitionist framework - to abolish ICE. He expressed his frustration and
reasoning through personal stories on racism and immigration law, child detention, deportation,
the asylum procedure, and our broken immigration court system, and encourages disruption.

Interdisciplinary Speaker Series
Through this series, we reach out to race scholars in and outside of law who can help
us deepen the ways we think about legal and policy reforms. 

Professor Susy Zepeda joined us to articulate meditation on queer Xicana Indegenous root work
with a focus on land and race to illuminate the possibiliities of healing intergenerational trauma. She
has done so unsettling Azatlan’s settler colonial tendencies and tracing queer ancestry. She argued
for a recognition of spirit praxis - a pathway to remember ancestral knowledge and Indigenous
wisdom that was left out of early Chicano studies or spoken as folklore that was not intellectual.

 Lucas R. v. Becerra challenged the federal government’s unconstitutional treatment of children in
immigration custody. In November 2023, three groundbreaking settlements were reached which
significantly expanded the rights of three classes of youth in immigration custody: youth with
disabilities, youth prescribed psychotropic medication, and youth seeking assistance from legal
counsel. The UC Davis Immigration Law Clinic and Co-Director Holly Cooper helped litigate the
case to reach such a successful outcome and shared some lessons with us. 



Aoki Symposium and Faculty Workshops

Our goal is also to support the work of CRT scholars and create spaces for open
dialogue and feedback on each other’s ongoing projects. 

This year we introduced our lunchtime Faculty Wokshop Series and held
dynamic discussions with scholars regarding their research projects. 

Irene Oritseweyinmi Joe, UC Davis School of Law
“Criminal Justice Actors (Recruitment and Retention)”

William Wiecek, Syracuse University College of Law
"The Dark Past: The United States Supreme Court and African Americans,

1800-2015."

Rose Cuison-Villazor, Rutgers Law
“Forbidden Love: Immigration and Citizenship as Interracial Marriage

Restrictions.”

Courtney Joslin, UC Davis School of Law
“Nonbinary Parenthood.”

Gabriel J. Chin, Martin Luther King Jr.
Professor and Edward L. Barrett Jr. Chair,

and Director of Clinical Legal Education, UC
Davis School of Law & Paul Finkelman,
Professor Emeritus, Albany Law School.  

Bethany Berger, Wallace Stevens Professor
of Law, University of Connecticut School of

Law. 

Ming Hsu Chen, Harry & Lillian Hastings
Research Chair; Faculty-Director, Center for

Race, Immigration, Citizenship & Equality. 

Rose Cuison-Villiazor, Professor of Law and
Chancellor's Social Justice Scholar; Director,

Center for Immigration Law, Policy and
Justice, Rutgers Law School

Amanda Frost, John A. Ewald Jr. Research
Professor of Law, University of Virginia

School of Law. 

The Symposium on the Naturalization Act of 1790
featured prominent immirgation scholars:



Holding Space for Collective
Processing and Healing

After a negative ruling on DACA, Aoki Center Co-
Directors immediately organized a space for
collective processing and discussion in support of
our DACA community at King Hall and beyond. 

A group of faculty, staff, and students met to
discuss the state of the DACA program and
potential action. In attendance were Aidin Castillo
Mazantini, Executive Director of UC Immigrant
Legal Services Center, and Co-Director of UCD’s
new Labor Center, Professor of Law Leticia
Saucedo, who provided meaningful insight and
perspectives to the discussion. 

The Israel & Palestine war has shaken the world and its impacts have been deeply
felt by our King Hall Community. In an attempt to address the collective emotion on
the conflict, the Aoki Center and California International Law Center collaborated to
hoste two conversations.

Professor Raquel Aldana, an expert in human rights,
and Chimène Keitner, an expert in international law
moderated these discussions using their background
experiences with international law and human rights
abuses. 



For most Constitutional scholars, John Marshall has always been seen as "the Great Chief
Justice." He is described as a moderate opponent of slavery who did not like the institution
but was concerned about strengthening the Union and keeping the South in it and thus, in the
"few" slave cases he heard, he supported the rights of the states to control their own
institutions.

Paul Finkelman's recent Harvard University Press book, Supreme Injustice: Slavery in the
Nations Highest Court, demonstrates none of this was true. Marshall owned hundreds of
slaves in his lifetime, buying and selling them to enhance his wealth, and as a justice he never
supported Black freedom - always finding a way to hold Black individuals in slavery, even
when trial juries thought Black plaintiffs were entitled to their freedom. In cases dealing with
the banned African slave trade, Marshall protected slave traders often in direct violation of
U.S. law. Finkelman encouraged us to learn about how academic scholarship can help
Americans rethink our history and reexamine our heroes.

On Historical and Contemporary Legal Issues

Peter H. Irons is an American political activist, civil rights attorney,
legal scholar, and professor emeritus of political science. He visited
King Hall and gave two presentations, “The Most Dangerous Branch:
The Impossibility of Supreme Court Reform,” and “Failure to
Assimilate: The Crime of Gordon Hirabayashi and Fred Korematsu.”

He provided empowering discussions filled with
personal experiences which has led him to his

conclusion - it’s time to organize and fight back.



Collaborating with King Hall Students

The Aoki Center was proud to host a film
screening of Sansón and Me, depicting the

story of an immigrant youth serving life
without parole for first-degree murder after
being the driver when a drive by shooting

occurred. 

This event was co-sponsored by 7 other
King Hall student orgs (Humanitarian Legal

Aid Organization, Latinx Law Students
Organization, First Generation Advocates,

Native American Law Students Association,
Immigration Law Association, Jewish Law

Students Association, and Students Against
Mass Incarceration), 1 main campus org

(Underground Scholars), and the California
Incarcerated Worker’s Organizing

Committee.

It featured a rich discussion moderated by
Professors Raquel Aldana and Gabriel

“Jack” Chin. We were graced by a formerly
incarcerated community member who

shared their experiences within the prison
system and parole. 

We were proud to host four
dedicated advocated for Afghan
migrants at King Hall! Sacramento
hosts the largest diaspora of Afghans
in the country and the need to assist
recent migrants after the fall of
Afghanistan to the Taliban is
tremendous. 

We learned how a group of
attorneys and other legal
professionals have come together to
form a coalition to assist migrants!
We thank the Humanitarian Legal
Aid Organization and Immigration
Law Association for co-sponsoring!



Co-Sponsorships with Main Campus 

In The Struggle: Scholars and the Fight Against Industrial Agribusiness in California
Book Reading and Panel

Featuring: Dan O’Connell, Scott Peters, Dean MacCannell, Janaki Anagha (Community Water
Center and graduate of UC Davis Law School) Mary Louise Frampton (Emeritus, UC Davis Law
School) and moderated by Jonathan London (Department of Human Ecology).

In the Struggle brings together the stories of eight politically engaged scholars, documenting
their opposition to industrial-scale agribusiness in California.  It lays out historic, subterranean
confrontations over water rights, labor organizing, and the corruption of democratic principles
and public institutions. As California’s rural economy increasingly consolidates into the hands of
land barons and corporations, the scholars’ work shifts from analyzing problems and formulating
research methods to organizing resistance and building community power. Throughout their
engagement, they face intense political blowback as powerful economic interests work to
pollute and undermine scientific inquiry and the civic purposes of public universities.

The Aoki Center and Department of Asian American Studies at
UCD hosted a special screening of Free Chol Soo Lee! The
documentary depicts the incarceration of a young Korean
immigrant who was wrongfully convicted for a murder he did
not commit and the pan-Asian social movement that arose in
NorCal to free him. The screening was followed by a panel of
activists, lawyers, and advocates of Chol Soo Lee.

The Aoki Center was proud to co-sponsor Underground Scholaries UC Davis at King Hall for their “Building the
Prison-to-School Pipeline.” Formerly incarcerated students at different levels of their higher education -
community college, undergrad, graduate school - came together to encourage other formerly incarcerated
community members to poursue their higher education goals because there is a community for them here at UC
Davis and even more allies!,



March 2030Thank you to everyone who engages with our weekly newsletter! 

We hope it serves a ‘one-stop’ hub to receive updates about the wonderful events being
hosted and projects being worked on by the Aoki Center and its affiliates. The newsletter
also aims to highlight other DEI and racial justice initiatives being held at King Hall, UC
Davis main campus, and the greater Davis-Sacramento area. Catch up one our weekly
issues here:

Week 16 Spring 2024 (04/22/24) - 04/26/24)
Week 15 Spring 2024 (04/15/24) - 04/19/24)
Week 14 Spring 2024 (04/08/24) - 04/12/24)
Week 13 Spring 2024 (04/01/24) - 04/05/24)
Week 12 Spring 2024 (03/25/24) - 03/29/24)
Week 11 Spring 2024 (03/18/24) - 03/22/24)
Week 10 Spring 2024 (03/11/24) - 03/15/24)
Week 9 Spring 2024 (03/04/24) - 03/08/24)
Week 8 Spring 2024 (02/26/24) - 03/01/24)
Week 7 Spring 2024 (02/19/24 - 02/23/24)
Week 6 Spring 2024 (02/12/24 - 02/16/24)
Week 5 Spring 2024 (02/05/24 - 02/09/24)
Week 4 Spring 2024 (01/29/24 - 02/02/24)
Week 3 Spring 2024 (01/22/24 - 01/26/24)
Week 2 Spring 2024 (01/15/24 - 01/19/24)
Week 1 Spring 2024 (01/08/24 - 01/12/24)

 Week 15, Fall 2023 (11/27/23- 12/01/23)
 Week 14, Fall 2023 (11/20/23- 11/24/23)
 Week 13, Fall 2023 (11/13/23- 11/17/23)
 Week 12, Fall 2023 (11/06/23- 11/10/23)
 Week 11, Fall 2023 (10/30/23- 11/03/23)
 Week 10, Fall 2023 (10/22/23- 10/27/23)
 Week 9, Fall 2023 (10/16/23- 10/20/23)
 Week 8, Fall 2023 (10/09/23- 10/13/23)
 Week 7, Fall 2023 (10/02/23- 10/06/23)
 Week 6, Fall 2023 (09/25/23- 09/29/23)
 Week 5, Fall 2023 (09/18/23- 09/22/23)
 Week 4, Fall 2023 (09/11/23- 09/15/23)
 Week 3, Fall 2023 (09/04/23- 09/08/23)
 Week 2, Fall 2023 (08/28/23- 09/01/23)
 Week 1, Fall 2023 (08/21/23- 08/25/23)

Aoki Newsletter

FALL 
‘23

SPRING
‘24

https://conta.cc/4b2LYFO
https://conta.cc/3vUeuKN
https://conta.cc/3U75xaa
https://conta.cc/3PJaCTy
https://conta.cc/3TMyB6U
https://conta.cc/4ak6wcD
https://conta.cc/3V7rCXh
https://conta.cc/48DWzVV
https://conta.cc/49okGJB
https://conta.cc/3UK8Rc0
https://conta.cc/3utG298
https://conta.cc/3ukPbRh
https://conta.cc/48ScHnF
https://conta.cc/3HqzdrV
https://conta.cc/4aTyWez
https://conta.cc/3Hdveyx
https://conta.cc/46ujrWV
https://conta.cc/46ujrWV
https://conta.cc/46hvjeZ
https://conta.cc/49vWUM9
https://conta.cc/3QtGcEF
https://conta.cc/3QhfjDv
https://conta.cc/45BNZpi
https://conta.cc/3rPmaft
https://conta.cc/45oBM7p
https://conta.cc/3PBdyAV
https://conta.cc/3rw131l
https://conta.cc/46fomLD
https://conta.cc/3LhU7eV
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https://conta.cc/3KOXKJn
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Davis, CA 95616
law.ucdavis.edu/centers/critical-race/

We thank Nina-Marie Bell for her exceptional support and work for the Aoki
Center. Giselle gives a special thanks to Nina-Marie for her support this year.

Nina-Marie started her career at the King Hall in 2008. In 2013, the Aoki Center
for Critical Race & Nation Studies was established in memory of Professor Keith
Aoki. Nina-Marie served as Professor Aoki’s Faculty Support Assistant and has
lovingly represented the center that carries his namesake.

 

We also thank the Information Technology Department at the UC Davis
School of Law for their dedication to providing unparalleled service and
support to the King Hall community and Aoki Center events. 

We give a special mention to Andrea Lopez Arguello who has worked closely
with the Aoki Center. Andrea was this year’s recipient of the Chancellor’s
Achievement Award for Diversity and Community. This prestigious award
recognizes Andrea’s contributions to diversity, equity and inclusion in support
of our campus and great community.

mailto:aokicenter@law.ucdavis.edu

