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at a  glance

programs at  k ing hall

Three-year full-time J.D. Program

One-year LL.M. Program

Certificates in Public Service Law,  
Environmental and Natural Resources Law

Pro Bono Program

Areas of Concentration 
     Business Law 
    Criminal Law and Procedure 
    Environmental and Natural Resources Law 
    Health Care Law and Bioethics 
    Human Rights and Social Justice Law 
    Intellectual Property Law 
    International Law 
    Public Interest Law

Joint Degree Programs 

    JD/MBA  •  JD/MA  •  JD/MS

Centers:         California Environmental Law &  
         Policy Center 
        California International Law Center 
        Center for Science &  
         Innovation Studies

Clinics:         Civil Rights 
         Family Protection and Legal Assistance 
         Immigration Law 
         Prison Law 

Externships:    Administration of Criminal Justice 
        Employment Relations 
        Environmental Law 
        Federal Taxation 
        Judicial 
        Legislative Process 
        Public Interest Law 
        UCDC (Washington D.C.)

the  law school
Established:  1965 

Accreditation:  ABA/AALS 

Faculty : Student Ratio: 1:12
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our miss ion

our m iss ion  at  uc  Dav is  school our  m iss ion  at  uc  Dav is  school 

of  law i s  to  off er ,  in  a  publ i c of  law i s  to  off er ,  in  a  publ i c 

un ivers i ty  s e t t ing ,  a  l egal un ivers i ty  s e t t ing ,  a  l egal 

eDucat ion  that  i s  s econD  to eDucat ion  that  i s  s econD  to 

none .   we  are  a  nat ional ly  anD none .   we  are  a  nat ional ly  anD 

internat ionally  recognizeD internat ionally  recognizeD 

l eaDer  in  the  Deve lopment l eaDer  in  the  Deve lopment 

anD  D i ssem inat ion  of  l egal anD  D i ssem inat ion  of  l egal 

knowleDge ,  tra in ing  our knowleDge ,  tra in ing  our 

s tuDents  to  become  soc ial ly s tuDents  to  become  soc ial ly 

r espons ib l e  lawyers  commit t eD respons ib l e  lawyers  commit t eD 

to  profess ional  exce l l ence  anD to  profess ional  exce l l ence  anD 

h igh  e th ical  s tanDarDs .   we  are h igh  e th ical  s tanDarDs .   we  are 

DeD icateD  to  the  iD eals  of  soc ial DeD icateD  to  the  iD eals  of  soc ial 

just i c e  anD  equal i ty  e spouseD just i c e  anD  equal i ty  e spouseD 

by  Dr .  mart in  luther  k ing ,  jr . , by  Dr .  mart in  luther  k ing ,  jr . , 

for  whom k ing  hal l  i s  nameD , for  whom k ing  hal l  i s  nameD , 

anD  to  s erv ing  the  greater anD  to  s erv ing  the  greater 

gooD through law reform, gooD through law reform, 

communi ty  s erv ic e ,  anD  other communi ty  s erv ic e ,  anD  other 

act iv i t i e s .  k ing  hal l  faculty, act iv i t i e s .  k ing  hal l  faculty, 

s tuDents ,  anD  graDuates  s e ek s tuDents ,  anD  graDuates  s e ek 

to  he lp  solve  the  complex  l egal to  he lp  solve  the  complex  l egal 

problems  confront ing  our  worlD problems  confront ing  our  worlD 

anD  work  towarD  the  more anD  work  towarD  the  more 

just,  equ i tabl e  soc i e ty  Dr .  k ing just,  equ i tabl e  soc i e ty  Dr .  k ing 

env is ioneD .env is ioneD .
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message from the  Dean
As Dean of UC Davis School of 

Law, I have the distinct privilege 

of welcoming you to one of the 

world’s leading law schools.  We 

are proud of the excellent record 

of scholarship, teaching, and 

service we have achieved since 

our founding more than 40 

years ago, and we are extremely pleased you are considering 

joining the King Hall community.  Please explore this booklet, 

log on to our web site (www.law.ucdavis.edu), and visit us in 

person to discover the many ways in which we can help you 

realize your dreams.

At UC Davis, our outstanding reputation and ranking, 

small size, and unusually accessible and dedicated faculty 

of internationally renowned scholars provide a uniquely 

supportive learning environment.  There truly is no other law 

school like it!  

Each of our faculty members is truly committed to teaching, 

and together they offer a challenging academic program with 

diverse specialties including, but not limited to, business 

law, environmental law, international and comparative law, 

intellectual property, immigration law, constitutional law, and 

public interest law.  

UC Davis School of Law has climbed to 23rd in the 2012 

U.S. News & World Report rankings of American Bar 

Association-approved law schools, an assessment echoed by 

University of Chicago Professor Brian Leiter, who recently 

ranked our faculty 23rd in scholarly influence.  With the 

recently completed expansion of our Martin Luther King, Jr., 

Hall building and the addition of outstanding new faculty, 

including tenured professors who recently have moved 

laterally to us from Harvard, Stanford, UC Berkeley, and 

other top schools, we expect to continue our rise among the 

nation’s very best law schools.

King Hall’s award-winning trial and appellate advocacy 

programs, clinics, and externships enable students to earn 

academic credits while honing practical lawyering skills, 

gaining first-hand exposure to legal professionals and 

institutions, and contributing to the greater good.  The 

Immigration Law Clinic, Family Protection and Legal 

Assistance Clinic, Civil Rights Clinic, and Prison Law Clinic, 

directed by staff attorneys at the top of their fields, allow 

students to represent real people with real problems before 

real courts and agencies.  With the launch of the California 

International Law Center at King Hall, the California 

Environmental Law and Policy Center, and the Center for 

Science and Innovation Studies, we have expanded the 

opportunities available to all students.

At King Hall, you will find a vibrant and diverse student 

community with scores of active student organizations, many 

student-run law journals, and an academic spirit where 

intellectual rigor combines with genuine warmth and sense 

of purpose.  We have an atmosphere of enthusiasm and 

cooperation unmatched by any law school.  Our mission is to 

offer a public legal education that is of the highest quality and 

accessible to students of all backgrounds.  To that end, we 

consistently enroll one of the most diverse student bodies in 

the United States.

Supporting our students’ academic and career goals is and 

will remain the highest priority at UC Davis School of Law.  

Our success can be seen in the extraordinary achievements 

of our graduates in bar passage rates, job placement, and 

rewarding careers in cities across the United States and 

around the world.  Our Office of Career Services has 

successfully connected our graduates with leading employers 

from Washington, D.C. to San Francisco, from Chicago to 

Atlanta, from London to Beijing.  

On behalf of our faculty, students, staff, and alumni, I invite 

you to consider seriously the study of law at UC Davis School 

of Law.  If you are admitted and come here, you will never 

regret the decision.  I promise.

kev in  r .  johnsonkev in  r .  johnson
Dean anD mabie -apallas  professor of 
publ ic  interest  law anD ch icana/o stuD ies
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why choose  
uc  Davis  school of  law?

1 World-class reputation owing to a world-class faculty and a world-class student body.  Great law 

schools are places where you learn from both your professors and your student colleagues; UC Davis 

is just such a place.

2 Access to numerous employers of every kind and every size in all locations; private law firms, federal, 

state, and local government agencies, public interest organizations, and non-legal businesses alike 

greatly respect and value the UC Davis J.D. 

3 An intellectually curious yet distinctively supportive community.  Faculty, fellow students, and staff, 

no matter how busy and engaged in professional achievement they are, are accessible, empathetic, and 

committed to your education.

4 Proximity to leading institutions of law, government, and business.  UC Davis’ location an hour from 

the Bay Area and 15 minutes from Sacramento makes it ideal to connect to centers of activity in law, 

policy, and commerce.



W H y  C H O O S E  U C  D A v I S  S C H O O L  O F  L A W ?    |  7

5 Ability to participate in cutting-edge research and real-world lawyering. The faculty fully integrate 

students into their ambitious research and practice activities.

6 A friendly, vibrant, and diverse student body environment with scores of student groups.   

Award-winning student-run trial and appellate advocacy programs, and clinics and externship 

opportunities that are second to none.

7 Part of the beautiful and excellent UC Davis campus, ideal for study and intellectual stimulation.

8 Our amazing new facility: striking, state-of-the-art, opened in 2010.  Reflecting the sense of true 

community and seriousness of purpose, the building is open to you 24 hours a day.

9 An institutional commitment to social justice befitting the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., for 

whom the law school building is named. 

10 Graduates love the school, and love helping its students.  Strong alumni networks in the Bay Area,  

Los Angeles, San Diego, and Sacramento, as well as metropolitan areas throughout the nation  

and world.
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At UC Davis School of Law, the curriculum is designed to 

provide a solid foundation of practical knowledge and skills 

that enable our graduates to pursue careers in whatever area 

of legal practice they may choose, from public service to 

business litigation to legal scholarship.  

UC Davis School of Law offers a three-year, full-time 

program leading to the Juris Doctor degree, as well 

as programs for LL.M., M.I.C.L. (Master of Laws in 

International Commercial Law), and combined degrees.  

King Hall’s areas of strength include business law, criminal 

law and procedure, environmental and natural resources 

law, health care law and bioethics, human rights and social 

justice law, intellectual property law, international law, and 

public interest law.  Certificate programs are offered in 

Public Service Law, Environmental and Natural Resources 

Law, and Pro Bono Service. 

acaDemic program & curriculum
We offer academic credit for participation in a variety 

of learning programs outside the classroom, including 

our award-winning clinics, pro bono work, moot court, 

trial advocacy, and scholarly journals. The externship 

program confers academic credit for work in areas such 

as environmental law, human rights, criminal prosecution 

and defense, labor law and employment, tax law, juvenile 

law, and with state and federal judges. Our proximity 

to the California State Capitol, just 15 minutes away in 

Sacramento, enables students interested in the political 

process to collaborate with legislators, the governor’s office, 

and state agencies. 

To earn a J.D. degree, a student must complete six semesters 

of full-time study in residence, earn 88 semester credits, 

pass all required courses, complete an advanced writing 

requirement and skills requirement, and earn a 2.0 grade 

point average or above.



acaDemic  success  program

The faculty, staff, alumni, and students at UC Davis are dedicated to 

helping every student reach a personal level of success in law school and 

in the practice of law.   

The Academic Success Program (ASP) is available to help students identify 

and strengthen their academic abilities and provide assistance to students 

facing the challenges of mastering the unique demands of law school study.  

ASP offers note-taking, case briefing and exam skills workshops, study 

plan and learning styles assessments, personal academic counseling, and a 

series of bar exam preparation seminars.  The Academic Success Resource 

Center provides study aids, sample practice exams, and other information 

students may need to achieve their academic goals.

Specifically for first-year students, ASP provides a unique tutorial 

assistance program for all first-year courses by employing second- and 

third-year student tutors.  These tutors have achieved a high level of 

academic excellence themselves, and most importantly, have cultivated 

approachability, teaching skills, and empathy for the first-year experience.   

From Intro Week as a first-year law student to the Bar Exam as a recent 

graduate, your success is our priority.

why choose  uc  Davis  school  of  law?

““ Talking with a King Hall alum made it clear to me how 

warm a place the school was.  The person who called me 

talked fondly of the school, the connections with faculty, and 

the many friends he made over his three years at King Hall.  

The idea that a law school could be a community, more than 

just a means to an end and a degree, was really encouraging 

to me.  This sense of community played a big role in 

convincing me that King Hall was the right place for me.””
matt  tolve
Class  of  2009

assoc iate
orriCk ,  Herr ington & sutCl i f fe  l lP  in  san franCisCo
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bus iness  law

Accounting for Lawyers  

Antitrust 

Basic Finance 

Business Associations 

Business Planning and Drafting 

Commercial and Bankruptcy Law 

Corporate Finance

Corporate Tax 

Estate Planning Seminar 

Federal Income Taxation 

Financial Regulations Seminar

Globalization and the Law 

International Aspects of U.S. Taxation

International Business Transactions 

International Economic Law 

International Finance 

International Investment Dispute Seminar 

Law of Banking and Financial Institutions 

Law of E-Commerce 

Mergers and Acquisitions 

Nonprofit Organizations and Drafting 

Nonprofit Organizations: State and Local 
Governance Issues 

Nonprofit Organizations: Tax Exemptions & 
Taxation Focus 

Private International Law (Conflict of Laws) 

Regulated Industries 

Securities Regulation I and II

Taxation of Partnerships and LLCs 

Trusts, Wills, and Decedents’ Estates 

cr iminal  law

Administration of Criminal Justice Externship 

Advanced Criminal Procedure 

Corporate and White Collar Crime 

Criminal Justice Administration Seminar 

Death Penalty 

cr iminal  law ( c o n t i n u e d )

Juvenile Justice 

Law and Religion 

Policing Seminar 

Scientific Evidence 

Seminar in Legal Psychology 

Transnational Criminal Law 

White Collar Crime 

const itut ional  law

Advanced Constitutional Law Seminar 

Civil Rights Law 

Constitutional Law II 

Indian Gaming Law 

Law and Religion 

Law and Rural Livelihoods 

Law of the Political Process 

Law Making and Law Changing in the Nation’s 
Capital

Native American Law 

Supreme Court Simulation Seminar 

Selected Topics in Constitutional Law

Separation of Powers Seminar 

environmental  anD natural 
resources  law

Administrative Law 

Agricultural Law and Policy 

Biotechnology Law and Policy 

California Environmental Issues Seminar 

Climate Change Law and Policy

Energy Law Seminar 

Environmental Justice

Environmental Law 

Environmental Law Externship 

Environmental Law Moot Court Competition 

Environmental Practice 

International Environmental Law 

Land Use Planning and the California 
Environmental Water Quality Act 

curriculum for years  two anD three

The work during years two and three is elective, except for required courses in 

professional responsibility and lawyering skills and a writing requirement.  

A wide range of elective courses and seminars is offered, although every class may  

not be taught each year.

f irst-year curriculum 

The first-year curriculum is prescribed 

and provides the essential foundation 

for a legal education.

introDuct ion to law 

The first week of law school constitutes a 

basic introduction to the concepts of the 

law.

c iv i l  proceDure

A study of civil actions focusing on the 

methods used by courts to resolve civil 

disputes.

const itut ional  law i

Learn the principles, doctrines, and 

controversies regarding the structure of the 

U.S. government.

contracts

This course examines the sorts  of 

promises that are enforced in commercial 

and noncommercial transactions.

cr iminal  law

This course studies the bases and limits of 

criminal liability. 

property

Study the doctrines and concepts of 

property law with primary emphasis on 

real property. 

torts

Familiarizes students with laws regarding 

civil injuries, property damages, and 

liability without fault.

legal  research & 
writ ing i  &  i i

Integrated legal research and writing 

skills course.  Persuasive writing and 

oral advocacy, with oral arguments by all 

students.
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environmental  anD natural 
resources  law ( c o n t i n u e d )

Law and Religion 

Native American Law 

Natural Resources Law 

Public Land Law 

Water Law 

estate  planning

Estate Planning Seminar 

Trusts, Wills, and Decendents’ Estates 

family  law

Family Law 

Family Protection Clinic 

Juvenile Justice 

Marital Property 

Private International Law (Conflict of Laws)

general/topical  survey

Agricultural Law and Policy 

Animal Law Seminar 

Law and Popular Culture 

Law and Rural Livelihoods 

Legal Spanish for U.S. Lawyers

Legislative Process 

Local Government 

health law anD b ioethics

Bioethics 

Health Care Law 

Legal Psychology Seminar

Medical Liability and the Law 

Public Health Law 

Reproductive Health Law and Policy 

Topical Issues in Health Law Seminar 

human r ights  anD social 
just ice

Advanced Constitutional Law Seminar 

Asian American Jurisprudence 

Civil Rights Clinic 

Civil Rights Law 

Civil Rights Seminar 

Community Education Seminar 

Constitutional Law II 

Critical Race Theory 

Disability Rights 

human r ights  anD social 
just ice  ( c o n t i n u e d )

Education Policy and the Law 

Employment Discrimination 

Feminist Legal Theory 

Housing Law 

Human Rights in the Former Soviet Union: Legal 
Tools for Repression and Redress 

Immigration Law Clinic 

Immigration Law and Procedure 

International Human Rights 

Juvenile Justice 

Labor Law 

Law and Rural Livelihoods 

Seminar in Legal Psychology 

Native American Law Seminar 

Prison Law Clinic

Public Benefits Law 

Public Interest Law 

Public Interest Law Externship 

Sex-Based Discrimination 

Sexual Orientation, Gender Identity, and the Law 

Tax and Distributive Justice 

Women, Islam, and the Law 

inDiv iDual  anD group stuDy

Advanced Writing Project 

Business Law Journal

Environs Editor 

Group Study  

Instruction in Legal Research & Writing Skills 

Journal of International Law & Policy Editor 

Journal of Juvenile Law & Policy Editor 

Law Review Editor 

Law Review Writer 

Research in Legal Problems 

intellectual  property  anD 
technology

Agricultural Law and Policy 

Art Law 

Bioethics 

Biotechnology Law and Policy 

Brands and Trademarks Seminar 

Copyright 

Fictional Characters and Real People

Innovation and Technology Transfer Seminar

Intellectual Property 

intellectual  property  anD 
technology  ( c o n t i n u e d )

Intellectual Property Agreement Drafting for 
Biotech & Pharma

Intellectual Property Externship

Intellectual Property in Historical Context 

International Aspects of U.S. Taxation

International Intellectual Property 

International Intellectual Property and 
Development 

Jurisdiction in Cyberspace 

Law of E-Commerce 

Patent Law 

Public Interest Law Externship 

Right of Publicity and Related Doctrines 

Telecommunications Law 

Trademark and Unfair Competition Law 

internat ional ,  comparat ive , 
anD fore ign law

Animal Law 

Asian American Jurisprudence 

Criminal Justice Administration Seminar 

Free Trade and the Environment

Fundamentals of Public International Law

Globalization and the Law

Human Rights in the Former Soviet Union: Legal 
Tools for Repression and Redress 

Immigration Law Clinic 

Immigration Law and Procedure 

International Aspects of U. S. Taxation 

International Business Transactions 

International Economics Law

International Environmental Law 

International Finance 

International Human Rights 

International Intellectual Property 

International Intellectual Property and 
Development 

International Investment Dispute Seminar 

International Law in the Public Sphere (Public 
International Law)

International Litigation and Arbitration 

International Trade Dispute Seminar 

Private International Law (Conflict of Laws) 

Theories of International Law 

Women, Islam and the Law 



labor anD employment law

Agricultural Law and Policy 

Employment Discrimination 

Employment Relations Externship 

Labor Law 

Legal Theory and Ethics

Bioethics 

Feminist Legal Theory 

International Human Rights 

Jurisprudence 

Legal Ethics in Corporate Practice

Legal History 

Seminar in Legal Psychology 

Professional Responsibility 

Tax and Distributive Justice Seminar 

Selected Topics in Constitutional Law 

proceDure  anD jur isD ict ion

Alternative Dispute Resolution 

Complex Litigation 

Federal Jurisdiction 

Legislative Process 

Local Government Law 

Private International Law (Conflict of Laws) 

Remedies 

publ ic  law anD pol icy

Administrative Law 

California Environmental Issues Seminar 

Educational Policy and the Law 

Elections and Political Campaigns 

Housing Law 

International Law in the Public Sphere (Public 
International Law)

Law and Society Seminar 

Law of the Political Process 

Legislative Process 

Legislative Process Externship 

Local Government Law 

Policing Seminar 

Public Benefits Law 

Public Interest Law 

Public Interest Law Externship 

skil ls  anD l i t igat ion

Administration of Criminal Justice Externship

Analytical and Persuasive Writing

Advanced Legal Research 

skil ls  anD l i t igat ion ( c o n t. )

Advanced Evidence 

Advanced Negotiations Strategy and Client 
Counseling 

Alternative Dispute Resolution 

Appellate Advocacy (Moot Court) 

Business Planning and Drafting

Carr Intraschool Trial Advocacy Competition 

Civil Rights Clinic

Complex Litigation 

Employment Relations Externship

Environmental Law Moot Court Competition 

Evidence 

Federal Taxation Externship 

Federal Jurisdiction

Immigration Law Clinic

Interschool Competitions 

Judicial Externship

Judicial Process Seminar 

Legislative Process Externship

Mediation: Theory and Practice 

Moot Court Board 

Negotiations 

Nonprofit Organizations and Drafting 

Pretrial Skills 

Prison Law Clinic

Public Interest Law Externship

Scientific Evidence 

Trial Practice 

Trial Practice Honors Board 

UCDC Externship Program

taxat ion

Corporate Tax 

Estate Planning Seminar 

Estate and Gift Taxation 

Federal Income Taxation 

International Aspects of U.S. Taxation 

Nonprofit Organizations and Drafting 

Nonprofit Organizations: State and Local 
Governance Issues 

Nonprofit Organizations: Tax Exemptions, 
Pension and Employee Benefit Law 

State and Local Taxation

Tax and Distributive Justice Seminar 

Taxation of Partnerships & Limited Liability 
Corporations 

why choose  
uc  Davis  school 
of  law?

““ If you’re looking for a 

first-class legal education, 

coupled with a sense of 

community and a real open 

door policy where you get 

to interact with faculty on a 

daily basis, then King Hall is 

the place for you.””
DaviD  kesselman
Class  of  1999

partner 
BleCHer  &  Coll ins  in  los 
angeles 



Beijing, China

Copenhagen, Denmark

Dublin, Ireland

practical skills  
for legal  
profess ionals
At UC Davis School of Law, students enjoy not only outstanding 

academic training, but also the opportunity to hone practical 

skills.  Students can write for five student-run journals, advocate for 

clients in our four clinics, work in our externship program, and 

participate in Moot Court and Appellate Advocacy competitions.  

King Hall students learn beyond the classroom in ways that help 

them succeed in the job market, in their careers, and in court.

journals

With five student-run journals, UC Davis School of Law offers 

multiple opportunities for students to hone their writing and 

editing skills.  

uC Davis  law review

One of the nation’s most respected legal journals, the UC Davis Law 

Review publishes scholarly articles from legal academics, practitioners, 

and our own student editors.  

Bus iness  law Journal

The Business Law Journal is run by dedicated law students who are 

committed to providing current and valuable legal and business 

analysis.  

environs  law anD pol icy  journal

Environs, the environmental law and policy journal, is dedicated to the 

discussion of current environmental issues and publishes articles from 

professors, practitioners, and students.

Journal  of  internat ional  law & Pol iCy

The Journal of International Law & Policy (JILP) is produced by King 

Hall students with an interest in international law and human rights 

issues.

Journal  of  Juvenile  law & Pol iCy

The Journal of Juvenile Law & Policy addresses the unique concerns of 

children in the American legal system.

For more information, visit www.law.ucdavis.edu/journals.

stuDy abroaD

We live in a global age.  The smaller the world 

becomes, the more important it is for lawyers to have 

a global perspective.  If you want to enhance your 

knowledge of the world through firsthand experiences 

by studying abroad, take advantage of the exciting 

opportunities presented by the UC Davis School of 

Law Foreign Exchange Program. 

The School of Law offers exchange opportunities at 

the China University of Political Science and Law, 

University College Dublin (Ireland), and University of 

Copenhagen (Denmark), and is currently considering 

exchange programs with several other law schools 

abroad.
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cl in ical  legal  eDucat ion programs

At UC Davis School of Law, we take pride in the unique array of clinical experiences available to every student. Our in-

house Clinical Programs include specialized work in civil rights, family law and domestic violence, prisoners’ rights, and 

immigration law. Our fully supervised externship programs allow students to earn academic credit for work in environmental 

law, poverty law, human rights, criminal defense and prosecution, labor law, tax law, and juvenile law, and with state and 

federal judges. Because of our proximity to Sacramento, the California state capital, students interested in the political process 

are able to work with legislators, legislative committees, the governor’s office, and lobbyists. 

Our students, under the mentorship of talented faculty experts, develop a keen awareness of their own unique skills and 

passions as lawyers.  Clinics, operated in a collaborative trial team setting, allow students to work alongside veteran faculty 

and attorneys and learn invaluable skills as they help those most in need.

c iv i l  r ights  cl in ic

The Civil Rights Clinic is a litigation clinic in which 

students advocate for the civil rights of prisoners and other 

indigents.  In a typical semester, students may do client 

intakes, meet with clients, draft interrogatories, conference 

with federal judges and opposing counsel, take depositions, 

draft and file pleadings, interview witnesses, and research 

legal issues.  

family  protect ion anD legal 
ass istance  cl in ic

The Family Protection and Legal Assistance Clinic provides 

students with the opportunity to represent domestic 

violence victims who would not otherwise be able to afford 

an attorney.  It is the Law School’s only community-based 

clinic and serves a vastly underrepresented population.  The 

program contains three components: student education, 

direct client representation, and community education.

immigrat ion law cl in ic  

The Immigration Law Clinic provides an invaluable 

service to Northern California’s immigrant communities, 

offering education and free legal services to low-income 

immigrants facing deportation while enabling King Hall 

students to gain practical, real-world experience.  Through 

the clinic, students provide advice and counsel on a range 

of immigration questions for clients who otherwise could 

not afford legal counsel.  Students working on behalf of the 

Immigration Law Clinic have made oral arguments to the 

U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit – an experience 

many attorneys would envy.

pr ison law cl in ic

Students working in the Prison Law Clinic use their legal 

skills to assist prisoners, advocating on their clients’ behalf 

with officials at the institution where the prisoner is housed 

and filing formal grievances with the California Department 

of Corrections.  
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externships

King Hall students have the opportunity to acquire additional skills 

and training working with government agencies, public interest 

organizations, nonprofits, and public defenders’ and prosecutors’ 

offices.  Working under the guidance of faculty and field 

supervisors, students acquire direct experience in fields including:

Administration of Criminal Justice•	

Employment Relations•	

Environmental Law•	

Federal Taxation•	

Judicial Externships•	

Legislative Process•	

Public Interest Law•	

tr ial  aDvocacy anD moot court

The UC Davis School of Law’s Moot Court and Appellate 

Advocacy programs are an important part of the King Hall 

experience and virtually all students participate.  They are also a 

special source of pride among the King Hall community, as UC 

Davis teams consistently have excelled in competitions around 

the country.  The Moot Court and Appellate Advocacy programs 

include numerous competitions and tournaments.  Such 

programs not only are important to a student’s legal education, but 

showcase the academic excellence of King Hall, contributing to the 

school’s national reputation and the value of a UC Davis J.D. 

a new externship 
opportunity:  ucDc law 

The UCDC Law Program is a uniquely collaborative 

semester-long externship program in Washington, 

D.C., combining a weekly seminar with a full-time 

field placement to offer law students an unparalleled 

opportunity to learn how federal statutes, regulations, 

and policies are made, changed, and understood in the 

nation’s capital. During a semester’s total immersion 

in a structured environment that integrates the theory 

and practice of Washington lawyering, students will 

have contact with all three branches of the federal 

government, independent regulatory agencies, 

advocacy nonprofits, and the media.

Through the UCDC program, UC Davis law students 

have been placed in offices including:

The White House•	

Department of Justice•	

Department of Homeland Security•	

Securities & Exchange Commission•	

Department of Education, Office for Civil Rights•	

International Intellectual Property Institute•	

Environmental Protection Agency•	

Fair Elections Legal Network•	

RFK Center for Justice & Human Rights•	

FDA, Center for Drug Evaluation and Research•	

Federal Communications Commission•	

why choose uc Davis school of law?

““ I couldn’t have picked a 

better law school.  King Hall 

offers a well-rounded experience 

where you’re going to get the 

highest quality classroom 

education, but also hands-on 

experience through the clinics.  If you’re interested in 

public interest law or public policy work, it would be hard 

to imagine a better place to study than King Hall.””
lu is  ale jo
Class  of  2001

cal i fornia  state  assemblymember
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bus iness  law

As globalization of the world economy continues, business is 

increasingly international in scope. With courses in conflict of laws, 

comparative law, international business transactions, international 

tax, and international intellectual property, the UC Davis Business 

Law curriculum ensures graduates have the skills required to 

succeed in this rapidly changing environment.  King Hall students 

also enjoy the unique opportunity to pursue a joint degree with the 

highly esteemed UC Davis Graduate School of Management.

UC Davis law graduates with a Business Law 

concentration work in law firms, corporations, 

consulting and accounting companies, and nonprofit 

organizations throughout the world, practicing 

in areas of banking, bankruptcy, corporate law, 

corporate securities, finance, health care, intellectual 

property, mergers and acquisitions, municipal 

bonds, public offerings, real estate, secured 

transactions, tax law, trusts and estates, and more.  

areas of  concentrat ion



cr iminal  law anD 
proceDure

UC Davis School of Law students who focus 

on Criminal Law and Procedure graduate 

with academic training and practical skills 

necessary to succeed as prosecutors, district 

attorneys, public defenders, criminal defense 

attorneys, and in related fields.  King Hall’s 

extensive externship programs offer the 

opportunity for direct experience, which may 

include prosecuting minor crimes under a 

district attorney’s supervision.  

UC Davis law alumni are found in district 

attorney and public defender offices 

throughout California and the nation. They 

hold prominent positions in all criminal law 

practice areas, both trial and appellate, with 

the California Attorney General’s office—the 

largest single employer of UC Davis School of 

Law graduates—as well as the U.S. Attorneys’ 

offices, and in well-regarded private criminal 

defense practices. Other practitioners are 

heads of criminal justice organizations, work 

in the military justice system, and have 

international criminal law practices. Criminal 

law practice is the leading path to the 

judiciary, and King Hall boasts an impressive 

number of alumni on the bench.  

why choose  uc  Davis  school  of  law?

““ I chose UC Davis School of Law because everyone familiar with it 

had only the greatest praise for it—specifically the outstanding faculty 

and collegial atmosphere. I had been out of school for several years, and 

had no desire to suffer through three years of law school.  UC Davis 

School of Law was a perfect fit for me.””
er ic  toscano
Class  of  2009

assoc iate
reeD  smitH  l lP  in  san franCisCo

environmental anD natural resources law

UC Davis is a leader in environmental science and education, and King 

Hall students who choose the Environmental and Natural Resources Law 

concentration receive an exceptional environmental legal education.  The 

curriculum is designed to prepare graduates for professional practice in 

a variety of environmental law settings, from litigation to transactions to 

policymaking. 

Building upon this legacy of leadership in environmental law, the 

Law School has launched the Environmental Law and Policy Center, 

which serves as a focus of environmental scholarship, initiatives, and 

events within the Law School, promotes linkages with environmental 

scholarship and research on the UC Davis campus and elsewhere, and 

works to advance informed environmental law and policy at all levels of 

government.

Many Environmental and Natural Resources Law students take advantage 

of the opportunity for joint studies with other departments at UC 

Davis, one of the nation’s leading life-science research universities.  Our 

Environmental Law Certificate Program provides special recognition for 

students’ commitment to the study of environmental law.

King Hall students participate in environmental moot court and 

negotiation competitions, and gain invaluable firsthand experience 

through environmental and natural resources law externships in 

government, public interest organizations, and private firms, where they 

face the challenges of real-life environmental problems such as remediating 

hazardous waste releases, allocating California’s limited water resources, 

siting factory farms and other land use issues, and dealing with climate 

change.   



why choose  
uc  Davis 
school  of  law?

““ There’s a really big 

sense of community here.  

That’s something I was 

really looking forward 

to.  I wanted to interact 

with my classmates and 

my professors, and I had 

that opportunity.  It’s not 

something you get at a 

lot of the law schools out 

there.””
jocelyn wang
Class  of  2009

assoc iate 
winston & strawn llP  
in  san franCisCo

health law anD b ioethics

Advances in medical care and the life sciences are 

changing our lives, our society, and our world, 

and attorneys who specialize in health care law 

are increasingly in demand.  The Health Care 

Law and Bioethics concentration provides the 

opportunity to study three core areas — health 

care law, bioethics, and public health law.  

Students are prepared for a diverse range of 

careers in areas such as medical liability, health 

law, bioethics, public health, reproductive 

health, biotechnology, and disability rights.  The 

concentration also offers training in contract law, 

medical malpractice, administrative law, public 

health law, consent, elder law, human rights, and 

civil rights.  

human r ights  anD social  just ice  law

UC Davis School of Law has a commitment to human rights and 

social justice stretching back to its beginning more than 40 years ago, 

when the Law School building was dedicated to Dr. Martin Luther 

King, Jr.  Throughout its existence, King Hall has been known for 

producing outstanding public interest law attorneys who work with 

nonprofits and government agencies serving society’s most needy, 

addressing social inequalities, and using the power of law to achieve a 

more just society.  

The Human Rights and Social Justice Law concentration offers 

students the opportunity to study with  faculty at the forefront of 

their fields in immigration law, family law and sexual preference 

issues, the constitutional rights of prisoners, and more.  Through 

its award-winning clinics and externships, the Law School offers 

students not only a classroom education that is second to none, but 

also opportunities to help real clients with issues of domestic violence, 

immigration status, civil rights violations, and other legal problems.



A R E A S  O F  C O N C E N T R A T I O N    |  19

intellectual  property  law

In the digital age, many of the world’s business transactions 

involve not physical assets but intellectual property—copyrights, 

patents, trademarks, and trade secrets—and the creation, 

maintenance, protection, and transfer of intellectual property 

are increasingly important in the global economy. The result has 

been that intellectual property law has become one of the fastest-

growing and most exciting fields of legal practice.  

UC Davis School of Law’s Intellectual Property Law curriculum 

prepares students for this new world through a specialized area 

of concentration devoted to the law of ideas, inventions, and 

other intangible forms of property.  Students learn everything 

from the basics— copyright, patent, and trademark—to 

emerging fields, such as international intellectual property, 

e-commerce, and cyber law. With a faculty that includes scholars 

on the leading edge of the field, UC Davis School of Law has 

established itself as a pioneer, setting the standard in intellectual 

property studies. 

on the  leaDing eDge  of 
current  issues

The Law School regularly hosts prominent speakers to 

ensure King Hall students hear a variety of perspectives 

on current issues.  These events keep King Hall at the 

leading edge of legal education.  

In 2010, the Law School hosted the only debate 

between the candidates for California Attorney General.  

Annual events include the Brigitte M. Bodenheimer 

Lecture on Family Law, the Edward L. Barrett, 

Jr. Lecture on Constitutional Law, the Bill Smith 

Memorial Lecture, the Central Valley Foundation/

McClatchy Lecture on the First Amendment, the 

intellectual property symposium and lecture series 

“Law in the Information Age,” and the “Technology, 

Entrepreneurship, Science, and the Law” (TESLaw) 

series sponsored by the law firm Fenwick & West.  The 

King Hall calendar also includes numerous lectures 

and symposia sponsored by the California International 

Law Center at King Hall, the Center for Science and 

Innovation Studies, the California Environmental Law 

and Policy Center, and student groups including the 

UC Davis Law Review,  La Raza Law Students, and 

others.  Recent guest speakers have included Chief 

Justice of California and UC Davis School of Law 

alumna Tani Cantil-Sakauye, legendary Silicon Valley 

venture capitalist John Doerr, consumer rights advocate 

Ralph Nader, and other leaders in their fields.

Candidates for California Attorney General, 
Steve Cooley and Kamala Harris, share a 
lighter moment during their only public debate, 
held at King Hall.



““ It has been said that ‘the law is the cement of society 

and an essential medium of change.’ In a just society, the 

law maintains order but also protects human rights and 

promotes social justice. It must both elevate the dignity of 

each individual and ensure fairness in the economics and 

educational institutions that are instrumental to social 

opportunity.””
cruz reynoso
Professor of  law emer i tus

boochever  anD b irD  chair  for  the  stuDy anD  
t eaching of  freeDom anD equal i ty

former  assoc iate  just ice
Cal i fornia  suPreme  Court

internat ional  law

The International Law concentration has long been 

one of the hallmarks of UC Davis School of Law, and 

the California International Law Center at King Hall 

(CILC) takes our program to an even higher level.  

Academic courses advance students’ understanding 

of world affairs through analysis of international law, 

politics, and business.  A diverse team of full-time 

faculty and visiting scholars from around the globe 

teach in the International Law program, giving 

students a wide range of elective courses and the 

advantage of learning from interdisciplinary scholars 

who are among the leading international legal minds 

in the world.

Students interested in international law enjoy 

opportunities to participate in special projects 

through CILC and the Law School’s clinics, which 

provide firsthand experiences in an actual legal 

setting with client interactions, writing, research, 

and advocacy skills essential to the practice.  

Students may gain writing and editing experience 

with the UC Davis Journal of International Law 

& Policy and attend lectures and symposia on 

international law.

publ ic  interest  law

Since its beginnings more than 40 years ago, UC Davis School of 

Law has earned a reputation for being dedicated to the ideals of 

social justice and public service espoused by Dr. Martin Luther 

King, Jr., for whom the Law School building is named.  As a result, 

King Hall has always attracted faculty and students committed 

to using the power of  the law to address injustices and solve 

problems faced by the poor, the disabled, consumers, the elderly, 

and those who lack equal access to the legal system. The Public 

Interest Law concentration prepares students to tackle the pressing 

social issues of our time and to work in public interest and public 

sector careers where their knowledge, skills, and experience can 

have maximum impact.   

Most students in the Public Interest Law concentration take 

advantage of opportunities to work in the Law School’s clinical 

programs, helping immigrants, prisoners, victims of domestic 

violence, and others while gaining invaluable, real-world experience.  

The Law School offers a Public Service Law Certificate Program for 

students with a demonstrated commitment to serving the public, as 

well as financial support for alumni pursuing public interest work, 

such as the recently expanded Loan Repayment Assistance Program 

(LRAP), which offers repayment assistance for not only law school 

debt but also loans received for undergraduate and other graduate-

level study, and the Income-Based Repayment (IBR) plan. 

pres iDent ial  meDal  of  
freeDom rec ip i ent
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the  cal i fornia internat ional  
law center  at  k ing hall  (c i lc )

UC Davis School of Law has a proud tradition of engagement 

in matters of global consequence. Continuing that tradition 

is the California International Law Center at King Hall.  CILC 

(pronounced “silk”) fosters the work of faculty, students, and 

alumni in international, comparative, and transnational law.

CILC hosts and co-sponsors events throughout the year, bringing 

international legal issues to the fore at King Hall.  Among other 

prominent advocates and scholars, CILC has hosted Fatou 

Bensouda, Deputy Prosecutor of the International Criminal 

Court, who delivered an International Women’s Day Address on 

gender violence and international law.  CILC has also dedicated 

research to the war torn Darfur region of Sudan, working in 

partnership with the Washington, D.C.-based Robert F. Kennedy 

Center for Justice and Human Rights to construct a peace and 

reconciliation plan for the area. 

CILC’s Director, Fellow, and Faculty Council publish on topics 

as varied as cross-border crime and comparative civil rights, 

globalization and digitization, food security and global finance, 

international trade, and immigration detention.  They give expert 

advice and take part in conferences on many continents.  And 

they prepare students for careers in the 21st century world.

the  cal i fornia environmental  law 
anD pol icy  center

As a top public research university and a leader in environmental 

science and clean technology, UC Davis has long been a model 

for sustainable change.  Now, with the establishment of the 

California Environmental Law and Policy Center, UC Davis 

School of Law is building on that legacy of environmental 

leadership. 

Launched in January 2011, the California Environmental 

Law and Policy Center at UC Davis School of Law 

serves to focus environmental scholarship, initiatives, 

and events within the Law School, promote linkages 

with environmental scholarship and research on the UC 

Davis campus and elsewhere, and advance informed 

environmental law and policy at all levels of government.  

Under Director Richard Frank, a nationally recognized 

leader in environmental law and policy and a UC Davis 

School of Law alumnus, the center will expand the 

opportunities available to students as it addresses critical 

environmental law problems in ways that serve the state, the 

nation, and the world.

the  center  for sc ience  & 
innovat ion stuDies

Launched in 2010, the Center for Science & Innovation 

Studies engages the many dimensions of the process 

of technoscientific innovation, from those that make it 

possible to those that constrain it.  Because the skills 

and competences necessary to develop a fine-grained 

understanding of the process of innovation are distributed 

across the sciences, the social sciences, the humanities, and 

the professional schools, CSIS seeks to provide a space for 

real collaboration between traditionally hard-to-connect 

campus cultures.

Under the leadership of Director Mario Biagioli, an 

internationally renowned expert in the fields of intellectual 

property, science studies, and patent history who recently 

joined UC Davis School of Law from Harvard University, 

CSIS provides a wide range of perspectives on innovation, 

intellectual property, international law, and related topics 

through a series of lectures, symposia, and other events.

our centers:  C U T T I N G - E D G E  S C H O L A R S H I P
UC Davis School of Law is committed to cutting-edge scholarship and academic initiatives.  Our centers enhance the student 

experience by providing opportunities for research and hands-on participation.
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Class of 2010 EmploymEnt and salary summary 

The employment status of the UC Davis School of Law Class of 2010 as of 

February, 2011 is listed below. Of the 194 students in the class, information 

was available on the employment status of 193 students. Ninety-two percent 

of the graduating class was employed nine months after graduation. Another  

3 percent were enrolled in advanced degree programs.

EmploymEnt sEtt ings

Private Practice: 45% Business/Industry: 8%
Public Interest/Legal Services: 12% Judicial Clerkships: 6%
Government: 10% Academic: 9%
Some respondents did not specify employment setting.

salary rangEs  for thE  Class  of  2010 
(for those who reported salary information)

Private Sector 
25% - 75% percentile:  $85,000 - $160,000  |  Median:  $145,000

Government
25% - 75% percentile:  $45,000 - $85,000    |  Median:  $80,000

Public Interest
25% - 75% percentile:  $41,000 - $41,000    |  Median:  $41,000

The UC Davis School of Law Career 

Services Office, with six staff members 

including four licensed attorneys, is 

dedicated to helping students plan their 

individual career paths and secure jobs 

during and after law school. 

Career Services presents speakers and 

training workshops geared to student 

needs and the hiring cycles of various 

segments of the legal and law-related job 

markets.  The office hosts numerous events 

where students can connect with potential 

employers, including an extensive On-

Campus Interview (OCI) program held 

each fall and spring.  

Most UC Davis Law students are employed 

at graduation, and the employment rate  

nine months after graduation has consistently  

been in the 90 to 100 percent range.

CarEEr  sErViCEs
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alumni  by  u .s .  region in 2011:
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our new builD ing
The Law School’s Dr. Martin Luther King Hall, Jr. Hall 

has just undergone a major expansion and renovation, 

rendering it one of the most beautiful and functional 

facilities in the country.   During 2010, construction 

was completed on King Hall’s new east wing, an 

aesthetically striking, functionally advanced facility 

designed to accommodate the latest technologies and 

provide tremendous flexibility for the Law School as it 

continues to develop well into the future.  

The new wing adds 18,000-square-feet of assignable 

space, housing the new Kalmanovitz Appellate 

Courtroom, additional classrooms, office space, and 

more.  The new courtroom already has enabled the 

Law School to host oral arguments of the U.S. Court 

of Appeals for the Ninth District, and plans are in 

motion to host the California Supreme Court and 

California Court of Appeal.  Classrooms are built to 

accommodate cutting-edge technology and promote 

ease of interactivity.  New office space has allowed the California 

Law Revision Commission to move into King Hall, providing 

opportunities for increased collaboration with Law School faculty 

and students.  In addition, the new wing incorporates many 

environmentally responsible advances, as well as a design that 

maximizes natural light and open space.

King Hall has two moot courtrooms, a pretrial-skills laboratory, 

a large computer lab, study carrels, student journal offices, 

lounges, infant care co-op, and offices for student organizations, 

all easily accessible to disabled students.  Classrooms have 

state-of-the-art audiovisual and multimedia equipment. Wireless 

Internet access is available throughout the building.

The Mabie Law Library, founded in 1966, is the center for study 

and legal research for the Law School community, and students 

have access to numerous legal print resources and many online 

databases via the library and California Digital Library.  The 

library is a federal and California document depository.
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The Law School has a strong commitment to 

technology and providing technological resources 

and support for law students. Unique to UC Davis, 

the Law School offers a generous free printing 

allowance to each student.  In addition, law students 

receive free licenses to popular Microsoft products 

such as MS Office and Windows operating system.

These services are coupled with a dynamic 

intranet, which provides students with timely 

announcements, Law School news and events, 

individual server space, shared space for 

collaborative work, and the ability to create personal 

working and social groups. Each student has a 

unique login and password, along with a personal 

network drive that is backed up daily.

Consistent with the open, community-oriented 

environment, law students receive keys to the 

building, enabling 24-hour access to the Mabie 

Law Library, and are given online access to past law 

school exams.
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why choose  
uc  Davis  school  of  law?

““ Besides preparing us to hit the ground 

running as lawyers, King Hall embeds its 

students with a strong sense of collegiality, 

community, and respect for and service to 

others.  This makes for both a unique law school 

experience and a great approach to a fulfilling 

career practicing law.””
peter  a .  nyquist
Class  of  1995

partner
alston & B irD  l lP  in  los  angeles

UC Davis School of Law is renowned for its sense of 

community, and you will find a friendly, vibrant, and 

active student body at King Hall. More than 40 student 

organizations and their activities are at the heart of 

academic and social activities, which include softball 

leagues, intramural sports clubs, ski and snowboarding 

clubs, and the annual “Cardozorama” talent show.  This is a 

place where students, faculty, and staff take pride in a strong 

sense of community and encourage a supportive academic 

environment.  

the  stuDent  boDy



unDergraDuate 
inst i tut ions

Current law students graduated 
from undergraduate institutions 
across the U.S. and the world, 
including…

Arizona State University•	

Boston University•	

Brigham Young University•	

California Institute of •	

Technology (Caltech)

Columbia University•	

Duke University•	

Emory University•	

Georgetown University•	

Harvard University•	

Korea University•	

London School of •	

Economics & Political 
Science

Massachusetts Institute of •	

Technology (MIT)

Moscow State University, •	

Russia

New York University•	

Oxford University, UK•	

Pomona College•	

Reed College•	

Stanford University•	

Syracuse University•	

United States Naval •	

Academy

University of California, •	

Berkeley

University of California, •	

Davis

University of California, •	

Los Angeles

University of Illinois, •	

Urbana-Champaign

University of Michigan, •	

Ann Arbor

University of North •	

Carolina, Chapel Hill

University of Notre Dame•	

University of Virginia•	

Washington University•	

Wuhan University, China•	

Yale University•	

stuDent-run 
journals

UC Davis Law Review•	

Business Law Journal•	

Environs•	 , 
Environmental Law 
and Policy Journal

Journal of International •	

Law & Policy

Journal of Juvenile Law •	

& Policy

stuDent 
organizat ions

ACLU at King Hall•	

Advocates for the •	

Rights of Children

Agricultural Law Society•	

American Bar •	

Association, Law 
Student Division

American Constitution •	

Society

Asian Pacific American  •	

Law Students Association

Black Law Students •	

Association

California Republican •	

Lawyer’s Association

Catholic Association of •	

Law Students

Christian Legal Society•	

Coalition for Diversity•	

Democratic Law •	

Students Association

Entertainment and •	

Sports Law Society

Environmental Law •	

Society

Federalist Society•	

Feminist Forum•	

Filipino Law Students •	

Association

Humanitarian Aid •	

Legal Organization

International Law •	

Society

J. Ruben Clark Society•	

Jewish Law Students •	

Association

King Hall Advocate•	

King Hall Bar Review•	

King Hall Board and •	

Ski Club

King Hall Golf Club•	

King Hall Intellectual •	

Property Law Association

King Hall Legal •	

Foundation

King Hall Negotiations •	

Team

King Hall Soccer Fanatics•	

Korean American Law •	

Students Association

La Raza Law Students •	

Association

Lambda Law Student •	

Association

Law and Disability •	

Society

Law Cappella•	

Law Students •	

Association

Law Students for •	

Reproductive Justice

Martial Artists of King •	

Hall

Middle Eastern & •	

South Asian Law 
Students Association

Moot Court Board•	

Muslim Law Students •	

Association

National Lawyers Guild•	

Perfect Tender Child •	

Care Co-op

Phi Delta Phi•	

Students for a Better •	

King Hall

Information on these 
organizations can be found 
at http://students.law.
ucdavis.edu.
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           campus
Ranked 9th among public research universities •	

nationwide (U.S. News & World Report)

Member of the Association of American Universities•	

Ranked 10th in research funding among all U.S. •	

universities (National Science Foundation)

Ranked 6th among U.S. universities based on their •	

contributions to society (Washington Monthly 2010) 

The only University of California campus with six •	

professional schools—Education, Law, Management, 

Medicine, Nursing, and Veterinary Medicine

One of the largest athletics programs in the country, •	

with more than 700 student athletes participating 

in 23 varsity sports competing in the Big West 

Conference of NCAA Division I

World-class dance, music, and theater performances •	

and lectures at the Mondavi Center for the Performing 

Arts, adjacent to King Hall

Multiple on-campus recreational facilities, including •	

the state-of-the-art Activities and Recreation Center 

(ARC), the Craft Center, the Equestrian Center, the 

Outdoor Adventures Program, recreation fields, and 

aquatics facility

One of the largest and most diverse intramural and •	

club sport programs in the nation, with 36 different 

intramural sports and 30 different club sports

Shields Library Activities & Recreation Center
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Davis ,  cal i fornia
a vibrant college  town 

Davis is a truly vibrant college town whose charm is 

enhanced by over 100 miles of bicycle paths.  The city has a 

centralized downtown with abundant shops, entertainment, 

and social activities. With a population of 62,000, the city 

has a reputation for controlled growth, environmental 

awareness, energy conservation, excellent schools, and 

exceptional parks and recreational programs. 

conveniently  locateD

Davis is located only 15 minutes from Sacramento, the 

capital of California, and about an hour from the Berkeley-

Oakland-San Francisco Bay Area, offering convenient 

access to large metropolitan cities with thriving business, 

financial, and legal communities and a range of social and 

recreational activities. The region’s mild, temperate climate 

means students have the chance to enjoy themselves 

outdoors all year long. Davis’ plentiful parks and open 

spaces offer plenty of room to roam, nearby lakes and rivers 

provide great opportunities for kayaking, waterskiing, and 

challenging ski slopes are just a short drive away. 

arts  anD entertainment

Coffeehouses, restaurants, and dance clubs give you the 

chance to enjoy the nightlife in downtown Davis.  Whether 

you prefer the grand experience of the Robert and Margrit 

Mondavi Center for the Performing Arts or the more 

intimate setting of the Palms Playhouse in nearby Winters, 

you’ll have the chance to hear great live music without 

making a long drive.

Sacramento, California San Francisco, California Lake Tahoe, California

Mondavi Center for Performing Arts
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faculty
UC Davis School of Law is proud that its distinguished and diverse faculty is second to none.  King Hall has among the highest 

proportion of American Law Institute (ALI) members on its faculty of any law school in the United States, and their membership 

in this prestigious law reform organization is only one indicator of the UC Davis Law faculty’s involvement in cutting-edge legal 

research and the most pressing legal and social issues of our times.  UC Davis Law faculty have published thousands of leading 

books and articles by the most influential presses and law reviews in the world. The scholarship of faculty members is cited 

regularly in leading legal and interdisciplinary scholarship. Not surprisingly, members of the faculty frequently testify before 

Congress and other legislative bodies and are quoted frequently by the national media.  Moreover, King Hall was ranked tenth in 

the nation for faculty diversity by Princeton Review.

afra afsharipourafra afsharipour
aCting Professor of law
J.D., COLUMBIA LAW SCHOOL
Comparative corporate law, corporate governance, 
corporate social responsibility, mergers and 
acquisitions, securities regulation

vikram amarvikram amar
assoCiate Dean for aCaDemiC affairs 
anD Professor of law
J.D., yALE LAW SCHOOL
Constitutional law, appellate processes, civil 
procedure, criminal procedure, remedies

ashutosh bhagwatashutosh bhagwat
Professor of law
J.D., UNIvERSITy OF CHICAgO LAW SCHOOL
Administrative law, antitrust, church/state issues, 
constitutional law, First Amendment, law and 
economics, supreme court, telecommunications, 
energy law

mario biagiolimario biagioli
DistinguisHeD Professor of law anD 
sCienCe anD teCHnology stuDies anD 
DireCtor, Center for sCienCe anD 
innovation stuDies
PH.D., History of science,  
UNIvERSITy OF CALIFORNIA, BERkELEy 
M.A., History of science,  
UNIvERSITy OF CALIFORNIA, BERkELEy 
M.F.A., MuseuM studies, History of 
PHotograPHy, ROCHESTER INSTITUTE OF 
TECHNOLOgy 
Law and science, intellectual property, legal 
history, ethics, patent law, law and cultural studies

anDrea k. bjorklunDanDrea k. bjorklunD
Professor of law
J.D., yALE LAW SCHOOL
M.A., frencH studies, NEW yORk UNIvERSITy
Public and private international law, international 
arbitration, international trade and investment

alan e. brownsteinalan e. brownstein
BooCHever anD BirD CHair for tHe 
stuDy anD teaCHing of freeDom anD 
equality, anD Professor of law
J.D., HARvARD LAW SCHOOL
Constitutional law

anupam chanDeranupam chanDer
Professor of law anD DireCtor, 
California international law Center 
at king Hall
J.D., yALE LAW SCHOOL
Cyberlaw, international law, corporate law, law 
and economics, international finance and trade

gabriel “jack” chingabriel “jack” chin
Professor of law
LL.M., yALE LAW SCHOOL
J.D., UNIvERSITy OF MICHIgAN LAW SCHOOL
Criminal law and procedure, immigration law, 
Asian Pacific Americans and the law

holly cooperholly cooper
leCturer
J.D., UNIvERSITy OF CALIFORNIA, DAvIS
Immigration law, detained immigrants’ rights

j. angelo Dj. angelo Deesantissantis
legal researCH anD writing
J.D., UNIvERSITy OF CALIFORNIA, DAvIS
Legal research and writing

christopher elmenDorfchristopher elmenDorf
Professor of law
J.D., yALE LAW SCHOOL
Law of the political process, administrative law, 
constitutional law, natural resources law

floyD f. feeneyfloyD f. feeney
Homer g. anD ann BerryHill angelo 
Professor of law for international 
legal anD CommuniCation stuDies
J.D., NEW yORk UNIvERSITy
Criminal justice, election law

katherine floreykatherine florey
Professor of law
J.D., UNIvERSITy OF CALIFORNIA, BERkELEy
M.F.A., WARREN WILSON COLLEgE
Jurisdiction, federal courts, civil procedure, legal 
ethics, American Indian law, legal history 

richarD m. frankricharD m. frank
Professor of environmental 
PraCtiCe anD DireCtor, California 
environmental law anD PoliCy Center
J.D., UNIvERSITy OF CALIFORNIA, DAvIS
Environmental Law, land use planning, energy law 

lawrence greenlawrence green
legal researCH anD writing
J.D., UNIvERSITy OF CALIFORNIA, DAvIS
Legal research and writing, real property law, 
banking and finance 

angela p. harrisangela p. harris
Professor of law
J.D., UNIvERSITy OF CHICAgO LAW SCHOOL 
M.A., social science, 
UNIvERSITy OF CHICAgO 
Critical race theory, feminist jurisprudence, law 
and cultural studies, race relations, women’s 
rights, law and society 

robert w. hillmanrobert w. hillman
fair Business PraCtiCes anD  
investor aDvoCaCy CHair,  
anD Professor of law
J.D., DUkE UNIvERSITy
International transactions, securities regulation, 
corporate and partnership law, lawyer mobility 
and change in the legal profession

john patrick huntjohn patrick hunt
aCting Professor of law
J.D., yALE LAW SCHOOL
M.F.E., financial engineering,  
UNIvERSITy OF CALIFORNIA, BERkELEy
Banking industry regulation, contracts, 
bankruptcy, antitrust, consumer law
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lisa ikemotolisa ikemoto
Professor of law
J.D., UNIvERSITy OF CALIFORNIA, DAvIS
LL.M., COLUMBIA UNIvERSITy
Bioethics, including stem cell research ethics and law; 
health care law; public health law; health disparities; 
reproductive justice; critical race feminism

eDwarD j. imwinkelrieDeDwarD j. imwinkelrieD
eDwarD l. Barrett, Jr., Professor of law
J.D., UNIvERSITy OF SAN FRANCISCO
Evidence

krystal callaway jaimekrystal callaway jaime
family ProteCtion anD legal 
assistanCe CliniC DireCtor
J.D., UNIvERSITy OF CALIFORNIA, DAvIS
Family law, trial advocacy

elizabeth e. johelizabeth e. joh
Professor of law
J.D., NEW yORk UNIvERSITy
PH.D., law and society,  
NEW yORk UNIvERSITy
Criminal law and procedure, law and society, 
sociology of punishment, policing and democratic 
societies

margaret z. johnsmargaret z. johns
senior leCturer
J.D., UNIvERSITy OF CALIFORNIA, DAvIS
Civil litigation, torts, civil rights, constitutional law

kevin r. johnsonkevin r. johnson
Dean anD maBie-aPallas Professor  
of PuBliC interest law anD  
CHiCana/o stuDies
J.D., HARvARD LAW SCHOOL
Immigration law and policy, refugee law, civil 
procedure, civil rights, critical race theory, critical 
Latina/o theory, complex litigation

thomas w. joothomas w. joo
Professor of law
J.D., HARvARD LAW SCHOOL
Corporate governance, contracts, race and law

raha jorjaniraha jorjani
leCturer
J.D., CITy UNIv. OF NEW yORk LAW SCHOOL
Clinical legal education, ethnic studies, 
immigration law and policy, international human 
rights, international law, police and policing, 
prisoners rights, refugee law

courtney g. joslincourtney g. joslin
aCting Professor of law
J.D., HARvARD LAW SCHOOL
Family law, sexual orientation, gender identity  
and the law, employment discrimination

hollis l. kulwinhollis l. kulwin
senior assistant Dean for  
stuDent affairs
J.D., STATE UNIv. OF NEW yORk AT BUFFALO
Lawyering skills, civil litigation

leslie a. kurtzleslie a. kurtz
Professor of law
J.D., COLUMBIA UNIvERSITy
M.A., tHeater, NEW yORk UNIvERSITy
Copyright, trademarks, unfair competition, rights 
of publicity, international intellectual property, torts

carlton f.w. larsoncarlton f.w. larson
Professor of law
J.D., yALE LAW SCHOOL
Constitutional law, legal history, federal courts, 
federal Indian law, criminal law

peter leepeter lee
Professor of law
J.D., yALE LAW SCHOOL
Patent law, intellectual property, technology transfer, 
property

evelyn a. lewisevelyn a. lewis
Professor of law
J.D., HARvARD LAW SCHOOL
Business associations, property, nonprofits,  
wills and trusts

albert linalbert lin
Professor of law
J.D., UNIvERSITy OF CALIFORNIA, BERkELEy
M.P.P., HARvARD UNIvERSITy
Environmental law, natural resources law, evidence

shannon weeks mshannon weeks mcccormackcormack
aCting Professor of law
J.D., HARvARD LAW SCHOOL
Taxation

miguel ménDezmiguel ménDez
Professor of law
J.D., gEORgE WASHINgTON UNIvERSITy
Evidence, trial advocacy and practice, criminal law

millarD a. murphymillarD a. murphy
Prison law CliniC DireCtor
J.D., UNIvERSITy OF CALIFORNIA, BERkELEy
Civil and human rights of prisoners, community 
legal education, legal ethics, the rights of research 
participants, negotiations

amagDa pérezamagDa pérez
immigration law CliniC DireCtor
J.D., UNIvERSITy OF CALIFORNIA, DAvIS
Immigration law, civil rights law

rex r. perschbacherrex r. perschbacher
Daniel J. Dykstra Professor of law
J.D., UNIvERSITy OF CALIFORNIA, BERkELEy
Civil procedure, civil litigation, professional 
ethics, law and popular culture

lisa r. pruittlisa r. pruitt
Professor of law
J.D., UNIvERSITy OF ARkANSAS
PH.D., laws, UNIvERSITy OF LONDON
Feminist legal theory, law and rural livelihoods, 
torts, and legal profession

meehan raschmeehan rasch
legal researCH anD writing
J.D., UNIvERSITy OF CALIFORNIA, LOS ANgELES
Legal research and writing

leticia sauceDoleticia sauceDo
Professor of law anD DireCtor of 
CliniCal legal eDuCation
J.D., HARvARD LAW SCHOOL
Immigration law and policy, employment 
discrimination law, clinical legal education,  
critical race theory

Donna shestowskyDonna shestowsky
Professor of law
J.D., STANFORD LAW SCHOOL
PH.D., PsycHology, STANFORD UNIvERSITy
Alternative dispute resolution, juries, legal psychology

Daniel l. simmonsDaniel l. simmons
Professor of law
J.D., UNIvERSITy OF CALIFORNIA, DAvIS
Federal income taxation, taxation, national security

maDhavi sunDermaDhavi sunDer
Professor of law
J.D., STANFORD UNIvERSITy
Intellectual property, law and culture studies, 
women’s human rights, intellectual property in 
cyberspace, international intellectual property

clay tanakaclay tanaka
DireCtor of legal researCH  
anD writing 
J.D., UC HASTINgS COLLEgE OF LAW
Legal research and writing, criminal law  
and procedure

Dennis j. ventry, jr.Dennis j. ventry, jr.
Professor of law
J.D., NEW yORk UNIvERSITy
PH.D., econoMic & legal History, 
UNIvERSITy OF CALIFORNIA, SANTA BARBARA
Tax policy, tax theory and history, legal ethics and 
professional standards

carter c. whitecarter c. white
Civil rigHts CliniC DireCtor
J.D., UNIvERSITy OF TEXAS SCHOOL OF LAW
Civil rights, trial and appellate advocacy, 
employment law, personal injury

fa c u lt y  b i o g r a p h i e s  ava i l a b l e  o n l i n e  at 
www.law.ucdavis.edu/faculty
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how to apply 
D e ta i l e D  a D m i s s i o n s  i n f o r m at i o n  at  www.law.ucdavis.edu/admissions

requirements  anD stanDarDs for 

aDmiss ion to the  school of  law 

A thorough and comprehensive review of the application file is 

one of the hallmarks of the UC Davis School of Law admission 

process. While the admission process is highly selective, it is by no 

means mechanical.  The Admissions Committee seeks to admit and 

enroll exceptional students whose applications reflect outstanding 

academic performance combined with diverse backgrounds, 

experiences, and intellectual interests.

The Admissions Committee will be looking beyond the LSAT and 

GPA for special qualities in its applicants. 

Applicants must evidence a record of sufficiently high caliber to 

qualify for the study of law. A bachelor’s degree or an equivalent 

degree from a college or university of approved standing must have 

been earned prior to beginning studies with the Law School. 

The Admissions Committee is seeking law students of demonstrated  

academic ability as evidenced by a variety of factors including the 

undergraduate grade point average, LSAT scores, economic or 

other disadvantages overcome by the applicant, graduate studies, 

significant work experience, and extracurricular activities.

Students who have been disqualified at another law school will not 

be admitted to UC Davis.

qual if icat ions for aDmiss ion to 

the  bar

You are advised to contact the Committee of Bar Examiners in the 

state(s) in which you intend to practice for information regarding 

qualifications for admission to the bar of that state.  Admission 

to and successful completion of law school does not ensure that 

you meet the eligibility requirements for admission to the bar of 

California or any other state.

the  aDmiss ions process  is  paperless

UC Davis School of Law administers a completely paperless 

process. Electronic submission of all documents is required. The 

application for admission to the Juris Doctor degree program can 

be found at the Law School Admission Council (LSAC) web site. 

Fees can be paid with a credit card and the signature is electronic.  

Monitor the progress of your application from processing through 

evaluation and enrollment at the UC Davis Status Check website.

If you have a disability that does not allow you to use the electronic 

application process, please contact the School of Law Admissions 

Office (admissions@law.ucdavis.edu) prior to the application 

deadline, to determine an accessible alternative.  Early filing of all 

appl icant  group for the  2011-2012 acaDemic  year

This profile is designed to provide very broad guidance for applicants seeking insight into the decisions made during 2010-2011. The figure to the left of the slash represents 
applicants, while the figure to the right of the slash represents admittees (e.g., 10/2 means of 10 applicants with that combination of LSAT and GPA, 2 were offered admission).

graDe  point  average

4.33 - 3.75 3.74 - 3.50 3.49 - 3.25 3.24 - 3.00 2.99 - 2.75 2.74 - 2.50 2.49 - 2.25 2.24 - 2.00 Below 2.00 P/F Foreign TOTAL

l
s

a
t

 s
c

o
r

e 174 & up 7 / 7 9 / 9 14 / 13 12 / 6 1 / 0 4 / 0 0 / 0 2 / 1 0 / 0 0 / 0 49 / 36

168 - 173 57 / 56 97 / 90 69 / 43 34 / 13 21 / 5 13 / 1 9 / 0 1 / 0 0 / 0 6 / 2 307 / 210

162 - 167 242 / 215 387 / 236 326 / 93 203 / 26 65 / 1 45 / 1 12 / 0 2 / 0 0 / 0 40 / 12 1322 / 584

156 - 161 236 / 98 369 / 39 309 / 5 181 / 1 93 / 0 31 / 0 12 / 0 4 / 0 1 / 0 38 / 2 1274 / 145

150 - 155 67 / 4 131 / 3 126 / 1 106 / 0 70 / 0 27 / 0 12 / 0 5 / 0 0 / 0 10 / 0 554 / 8

144 - 149 16 / 0 41 / 1 59 / 0 45 / 0 36 / 0 11 / 0 19 / 0 2 / 0 0 / 0 5 / 0 234 / 1

138 - 143 3 / 0 13 / 0 11 / 0 23 / 0 20 / 0 12 / 0 4 / 0 1 / 0 0 / 0 2 / 0 89 / 0

132 - 137 3 / 0 3 / 0 2 / 0 4 / 0 2 / 0 6 / 0 2 / 0 3 / 0 0 / 0 1 / 0 26 / 0

126 - 131 0 / 0 2 / 0 3 / 0 0 / 0 0 / 0 2 / 0 1 / 0 0 / 0 0 / 0 1 / 0 9 / 0

120 - 125 0 / 0 0 / 0 0 / 0 0 / 0 0 / 0 0 / 0 0 / 0 0 / 0 0 / 0 0 / 0 0 / 0

TOTAL 631 / 380 1052 / 378 919 / 155 608 / 46 308 / 6 151 / 2 71 / 0 20 / 1 1 / 0 103 / 16 3864 / 984

Data current as of 08/15/11



application materials is strongly recommended and will materially assist the 

School of Law Admissions Committee in its consideration of the application. 

Applications can be submitted until midnight Pacific Standard Time on 

February 1.

The School of Law Admissions Committee reviews all applications. Students 

are admitted only on a full-time basis and may enroll only in August. Any 

fraudulent practices relating to the admissions process will be considered 

grounds for disqualification by the Admissions Committee.

law school aDmiss ion test  ( lsat )

All applicants are required to take the Law School Admission Test no later than 

December preceding the year in which admission is sought. It is recommended 

that the test be taken as early as possible. LSAT scores earned before 

September/October 2008 are not valid for Fall 2012 admission. February test 

scores are accepted only after a valid test score has been submitted.

lsac creDent ial  assembly service  (cas ) 

Applicants should register with the Credential Assembly Service no later 

than December preceding the year in which admission is sought by creating 

an online account at www.LSAC.org. All applicants, including those who 

have completed the bachelor’s degree outside the United States (including 

its territories) or Canada, must submit transcripts to the LSAC Credential 

Assembly Service.

personal  statement

To evaluate your application, the Admissions Committee has available only 

the information that you supply. Applicants are therefore asked to write a 

statement that adds further dimension to the quantitative predictors. The 

statement may discuss any of a variety of factors, including academic promise, 

background information, and any discrepancies in GPA and/or LSAT score; 

growth, maturity, and commitment to law study as evidenced, for example, 

by extracurricular activities, community service, employment experience 

and advanced study; severe economic disadvantage or physical disability; 

and other factors relating to diversity, including bilingual skills and unusual 

accomplishments, skills, or abilities relevant to the legal profession. It is highly 

recommended that the personal statement be limited to a total of three or four 

typewritten pages, double-spaced. This page limit includes additional essays or 

addenda submitted for consideration.

letters  of  recommenDat ion

Use of the LSAC Letter of Recommendation Service (LOR) is required.

The applicant must provide two letters of recommendation from responsible 

(and unrelated) persons who know the applicant well. 

Continued on next page.

q.  where  can i  f inD the 
appl icat ion for aDmiss ion?

Follow a link posted at the UC Davis School 

of Law website to reach the electronic 

application or go directly to the LSAC website 

and follow their directions to the UC Davis 

School of Law application for admission.

q.  are  fee  waivers  available?

Applicants seeking waiver of the application 

fee should apply for the LSAC fee waiver. If 

granted, that waiver will be honored by UC 

Davis School of Law. If you do not meet the 

LSAC fee waiver eligibility requirements, 

you must submit the $75 non-refundable 

application fee.

q.  what is  the  appl icat ion 
DeaDl ine?

Applications must be submitted no later than 

midnight Pacific Standard Time, on February 

1 of the year in which admission is sought. 

The electronic application will be deactivated 

at midnight, and no additional applications 

will be transmitted.

R e q u i R e d  d o c u m e n t s  c h e c k l i s t 

j .D .  appl icants

Application for Admission •	

electronic or disabled-accessible submission 

required

Personal Statement  •	

3 to 4 pages in length – double spaced

LSAC Credential Assembly Service Report•	

LSAT score  •	

scores earned prior to Sept/Oct 2008 and  

after February 2012 are not valid for 

admission in Fall 2012

$75 application fee – non-refundable•	

2 letters of recommendation •	

LSAC evaluations will be accepted if submitted 

with the required recommendations 

Students who have been disqualified at 

another law school will not be admitted to 

UC Davis.
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letters  of  recommenDat ion ( c o n t i n u e d )

At least one recommendation must come from a faculty member 

under whom the applicant has recently studied. Applicants 

not currently enrolled in an academic program may substitute 

references from employers if it is not possible to obtain an academic 

reference. The letters of recommendation should comment on 

the applicant’s academic abilities, character, and significant 

accomplishments, including extracurricular activities, community 

involvement, and prior work experience. If the applicant chooses to 

do so, LSAC evaluation forms may be submitted with the required 

recommendations. 

The Admissions Committee will not consider an application before 

letters have been received.

transcripts

Applicants should submit directly to the Credential Assembly 

Service supplementary transcripts covering fall work as soon as the 

transcripts are available. Failure to do so may delay consideration 

of application materials. Successful applicants will be required to 

submit directly to the School of Law a final transcript showing the 

award of a bachelor’s degree and any graduate degrees earned.

combineD Degree  programs

Combined Degree Programs are available in conjunction with the 

UC Davis Graduate School of Management and most of the UC 

Davis master’s degree programs. Separate applications are required 

by each department. If admitted to both programs, the applicant 

must enroll at the School of Law for the first year. Contact the 

appropriate department for additional information.

reappl icat ion

Applicants who reapply for admission must comply with all of the 

above procedures. The LSAT does not need to be repeated (unless 

the score was earned before September/October 2008 and therefore 

is not valid), but a current 2011-2012 Credential Assembly Service 

report must be provided in addition to the application and the 

$75 nonrefundable fee. An addendum to the previously submitted 

personal statement is strongly encouraged.

commitment  to D ivers ity

The students and faculty of the UC Davis School of Law recognize 

the desperate need for lawyers representing the diverse populations 

of California. Experience or background that enables an applicant 

to bring a unique perspective to the study of law or contribute to 

serving the diverse populations of California may be taken into 

account in the admission process. Because it promotes learning, 

an important goal of the admission process is a student body 

with a diversity of backgrounds, interest, and skills. The personal 

statement may be used to provide such information.

internat ional  appl icants

Applicants who have completed the bachelor’s degree outside the 

United States (including its territories) or Canada must submit 

transcripts to the LSAC Credential Assembly Service (CAS).  A 

Foreign Credential Evaluation will be completed and submitted 

to the Law School as part of the CAS report. A TOEFL score is 

required of all applicants educated outside the U.S. and for whom 

English was not the primary language of instruction. Contact the 

Educational Testing Service (ETS) and request that your TOEFL 

score be sent to LSAC. LSAC’s TOEFL code for CAS is 0058.

Your score will be included in the Foreign Credential Evaluation 

document as part of your Law School report.

visas

If a Certificate of Eligibility is required for a student visa issued by 

UC Davis, a Certificate of Finances form showing the availability of 

sufficient funding for your legal education must be submitted upon 

admission.

f inancing law school

No application fee waivers, grants, loans, fellowships, scholarships, 

or work-study awards are available to international students during 

their enrollment at UC Davis.

transfers

Applicants who have completed at least one full-time year of 

work in another American Bar Association-approved law school 

may, in exceptional cases, be admitted to advanced standing with 

credit for not more than one year of such work. Registration 

how to apply  ( c o n t i n u e d ) 
D e ta i l e D  a D m i s s i o n s  i n f o r m at i o n  at  www.law.ucdavis.edu/admissions
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with the Credential Assembly Service is required. Required documents 

include application for admission, letter of good standing from the 

dean of any law school previously attended (including class rank), one 

letter of recommendation from a law professor, a complete transcript 

of all law school work, LSAT score (registration with LSAC CAS 

required), an official undergraduate transcript with degree posted, a $75 

nonrefundable application fee, and a personal statement.

The filing period for transfer applications is June 1 - 30 of the year for 

which transfer is sought. Students who have been disqualified at another 

law school will not be admitted to UC Davis.

cal ifornia res iDency

The Law School admissions process does not take residency into 

consideration, although tuition is based on residency. Detailed 

information about residency is provided at both the Law School and the 

university web sites, or at http://registrar.ucdavis.edu/ucdWebCatalog/

appendix/residency.html. Specific questions about residency should be 

directed to the UC Davis Residency Deputy.

contact  the  aDmiss ions off ice

E-mail  admissions@law.ucdavis.edu

Phone   530.752.6477

Mailing Address School of Law 

  Admissions Office 

  University of California, Davis 

  400 Mrak Hall Drive 

  Davis, CA 95616-5201

informat ion sess ions on the  

uc  Davis  campus at  k ing hall

Information sessions designed to explain general aspects of 

the admission process are offered during the fall semester. 

Discussion typically centers on content of the personal 

statement and admissions policy and procedure. One-hour 

sessions will be held on the following dates:

Noon sessions (tour included): 

Saturday, December 10, 2011 

Saturday, January 7, 2012

Open House for prospective applicants: 

Saturday, November 12, 2011

Please see our website (www.law.ucdavis.edu) for details 

under J.D. Admissions and Visiting Our School. Applicants 

who wish to participate in these sessions are welcome to come 

to the Admissions Office at King Hall on any of the above 

dates. No appointment is necessary, though a telephone call 

or e-mail message informing us of your intention to attend is 

preferred.

off-campus recruitment  events

Representatives of UC Davis School of Law will be available 

to speak with prospective applicants at various locations 

throughout California and the United States, including each 

of the LSAC Law Forums. Consult the LSAC website,  

www.LSAC.org, for forum locations and times.

Call the Admissions Office, send an e-mail message to 

admissions@law.ucdavis.edu, or go to our website for specific 

times, locations, changes, or additions to the 2011-2012 

recruitment schedule.
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f inancial  a iD 
DetaileD  f inancial  a iD  informat ion at  www.law.ucdavis.edu/prospective/financial-aid

Financing your King Hall education is an investment in your 

future, and the UC Davis School of Law Financial Aid Office is 

committed to help.  King Hall offers deferred payment plans and a 

newly expanded Loan Repayment Assistance Program for graduates 

working in public interest law.  Approximately 90 percent of all 

King Hall students take advantage of some form of financial aid. 

apply ing for a iD

If you’re ready to join us at King Hall, we’re ready to help you 

find the financial aid you need.  Please complete and submit the 

application materials listed below as early as possible.  Financial aid 

funding is limited, and aid will be offered according to eligibility 

and date of application. Late applicants will not be considered for 

grants or Federal Perkins loan funding. 

For more details about the types of aid available at the UC Davis 

School of Law, see Types of Assistance on page 38, or visit our 

website at www.law.ucdavis.edu/prospective/financial-aid.

how to apply

Apply early! Do not wait for an admission decision to 1. 

apply for Financial Aid.  Apply online at www.law.ucdavis.

edu/prospective/financial-aid or via mail at your earliest 

opportunity.

Complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid 2. 

(FAFSA) by March 2.

List UC Davis School of Law code 001313 and a housing code 3. 

on the FAFSA.

After filing online, be sure to make a note of confirmation 4. 

stamp number for future reference.

Complete the Need Access Application by March 2.5. 

Answer all questions on the FAFSA and Need Access 6. 

Application. If you have not completed your federal tax return, 

estimate as accurately as possible using your prior year’s federal 

tax return.

Keep copies of your completed tax returns and W-2s.7. 

Please do not send in your Federal Student Aid Report or 8. 

income tax forms unless the UC Davis Financial Aid Office 

requests them.

Providing accurate data when applying for financial aid is 9. 

essential. All information is subject to verification according 

to state and federal regulations. Failure to provide parental 

information on the Need Access Application will reduce 

eligibility for institutional aid, including grants. False 

statements or misrepresentation will be cause for denial, 

reduction, cancellation, and/or repayment of financial aid 

received.

average stuDent 
costs

Fees: $46,485*

Books & Supplies: $1,014

Basic Living 
(housing, food & 
personal):

$14,187

Transportation: $1,665

Total: $63,351

* Fees are subject to the control 
of the UC Regents and 
California Legislature and 
may change without notice.

UC Davis School of Law remains a relative bargain among elite law schools, thanks in part to 

comparatively low costs for housing, transportation, and other living expenses.  This table shows average 

costs for a first-year law student living off campus during the nine months King Hall is in session. Actual 

living expenses may vary considerably.  Please note that non-California residents pay an additional 

$8,137 in tuition. (Questions regarding residency status can be directed to registrar@law.ucdavis.edu.) 

The costs outlined to the left are estimates for a single student.  If you are married, a single parent, or 

have other special circumstances, please inform the Financial Aid Office in writing.

King Hall also offers a Registration Fee Deferred Payment Plan (RFDPP) to allow students the 

opportunity to extend payment of fees and tuition.  The RFDPP, which requires a $37.50 application fee 

per semester, is open to all students regardless of whether or not they qualify for financial aid. 

For more information, visit Student Accounting or call 530.752.3646.



what happens next

If you apply online and provide an e-mail address, the Federal Processor will send you an 1. 

e-mail when your FAFSA is received and direct you to a website to view your Student Aid 

Report (SAR).

If you file a paper FAFSA (or don’t provide an e-mail address), within four weeks the 2. 

Federal Processor will send you a Student Aid Report (SAR) with your Expected Family 

Contribution (EFC) shown in the top-right corner. The Financial Aid Office will use the 

EFC to determine your eligibility for aid. If there is no EFC number on your SAR, see 

the “You (the student), step 2” portion of the SAR for instructions. If the processor has 

selected your application for verification, the SAR will note that “You will be asked by 

your school(s) to provide copies of certain financial documents.”

UC Davis Financial Aid award information for law students will be available online 3. 

beginning April 1, 2012.

awarDs renewal

As a student, you’ll need to reapply for financial aid each academic year. There is no assurance 

that aid will be awarded in the same kinds and amounts from year to year, so it is important 

to inquire early regarding actions required to continue receiving assistance. If our funding 

levels permit and if your own personal resources do not change, aid usually continues at the 

same level each year. 

f inancial  a iD  for internat ional  stuDents

International students are not eligible for financial aid. It is highly recommended that 

funding for the entire period of study be arranged before law studies begin. Alternative loans 

are available to international students; however, most lenders require that an international 

student enlist a U.S. citizen or permanent resident to co-sign on the loan.

fee  payment

Fees are to be paid the first day of Intro Week. Financial Aid will provide direct payment of 

fees from grant and some loan awards. 

sat isfactory acaDemic  progress

Students receiving any form of financial aid must adhere to the standards for satisfactory 

academic progress as set forth in the Academic Regulations of the School of Law.

loan repayment 

ass istance 

program

The King Hall Loan Repayment 

Assistance Program (LRAP), the 

first program of its kind at any 

California law school, provides 

recent graduates entering public 

interest law employment with 

assistance in repaying educational 

loans.  Unlike many similar 

programs, our LRAP offers 

repayment assistance for not only 

law school debt but also loans 

received for undergraduate and 

other graduate-level study, and 

students can choose whether to 

participate in the Income-Based 

Repayment (IBR) plan. 

Recently, the Law School expanded 

the LRAP to offer more loan 

repayment assistance to more 

King Hall graduates.  Beginning in 

2009, LRAP raised the salary cap 

for participants from $53,000 to 

$60,000 annually, lessened the time 

they must work before loans can be 

forgiven from five years to one, and 

moved to allow participants earning 

less than $40,000 per year to have 

full repayment assistance with no 

personal contribution.



employment

Your legal education will need to be your first priority 

during your time at King Hall, so we recommend that 

reliance on part-time employment should never be more 

than incidental, and even this is discouraged for first-

year students. In no event may any student undertake 

outside employment in excess of 20 hours a week, and 

outside employment must not interfere with the full-

time program of professional study.

types  of  ass istance

scholarships

UC Davis School of Law offers more than two 

dozen privately funded scholarships and can help 

facilitate access to scholarships from the UC Office 

of the President and other agencies.  As part of our 

commitment to the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, 

Jr., the Law School has established two $20,000 

scholarships, which are awarded to recipients who best 

exemplify the spirit of Dr. King’s efforts to achieve social 

and political justice through lawful and orderly means. 

Scholarship applications become available November 

1, 2011. The application deadline is February 1, 2012. 

Applications should be submitted to the Law School 

Financial Aid Office. For more information, including 

how to apply, please visit http://www.law.ucdavis.edu/

current/financial-aid/general-scholarship-information.

html. 

external  agencies

The UC Davis School of Law Office of Financial Aid can 

help connect you to a variety of external agencies that 

are potential sources of scholarships, fellowships, and 

prizes.  There are civic organizations, bar associations, 

and other groups that provide scholarships, and we can 

help find those that are most appropriate for you. 

f inancial  a iD  ( c o n t i n u e d ) 
DetaileD  f inancial  a iD  informat ion at  www.law.ucdavis.edu/prospective/financial-aid

scholarships

Martin Luther King, Jr., Scholarship•	

Edward L Barrett, Jr., Scholarship•	

Stephanie J. Blank Memorial Scholarship•	

Brieger-Krevans Scholarship•	

Steven D. Cannata Memorial Scholarship•	

John F. Cheadle Memorial Scholarship•	

Joseph Lake & Jan Cutter Lake Scholarship•	

Christine M. Doyle Scholarship•	

Environmental Law Scholarship•	

Samuel S. Foulk Memorial Scholarship•	

Deborah J. Frick Memorial Scholarship•	

Imwinkelried-Clark Scholarship•	

Russell D. Jura Scholarship•	

Thelma and Hiroshi Kido Scholarship•	

King Hall Academic Excellence Scholarship•	

Albert J. Lee and Mae Lee Scholarship•	

Mabie Family Foundation Scholarship•	

Harry M. “Hank” Marsh Memorial Scholarship•	

Edward Peña Scholarship•	

Cruz and Jeannene Reynoso Scholarship for Legal Access•	

Maggie Schelen Public Service Scholarship•	

Walker Endowed Scholarship•	

Martha West Social Justice Scholarship•	

The Honorable Philip C. Wilkins Memorial Scholarship•	

Bruce Wolk Scholarship•	

Wydick Family Scholarship•	

uc off ice  of  the  pres iDent

Richard and Kate Faulkner Scholarship•	

Herbert Tryon Scholarship Fund•	

Frank McArthur Scholarship•	

Elizabeth P. Wood Scholarship•	

selecteD  external  agencies

Asian Bar Association of Sacramento•	

California Governor’s Scholarship•	

Foundation of Santa Barbara Scholarship•	

Foundation State Bar Scholarship•	



This catalog is designed to answer frequently asked questions 

concerning the admissions process; the academic, financial aid and 

career services programs; and the general policies and regulations 

of UC Davis School of Law. This publication has been prepared 

with the best data available as of August 2011 regarding these 

matters, as well as course offerings, fees, faculty, and administration. 

The Regents of the University of California, UC Davis campus 

administrations, and the Law School administration and faculty 

expressly reserve the right to increase or reduce fees; to change 

instructors, reschedule, modify, withdraw or cancel any courses, 

course requirements, programs of study or graduation requirements; 

and to change any regulation affecting the student body, all without 

any further notice. 

Policy on Nondiscrimination: The University of California, in 

accordance with applicable federal and state law and university 

policy, does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national 

origin, religion, sex, disability, age, medical condition (cancer-

related), ancestry, marital status, citizenship, sexual orientation, 

or status as a Vietnam-era veteran or special disabled veteran. The 

university also prohibits sexual harassment. This nondiscrimination 

policy covers admission and access to and treatment in university 

programs and activities. Inquiries regarding the university’s student-

related nondiscrimination policies may be directed to Student 

Judicial Affairs, (530) 752-1128.

Clery Act UC Davis Clery Compliance Notice: 

Notice of Availability of the UC Davis Campus Security Report as 

provided by the Jeanne Clery Disclosure of Campus

Security Policy and Campus Crime Statistics Act of 1998: You are 

entitled to request and receive a copy of the Security Report for the 

UC Davis campus. The report includes statistics for the past three 

years concerning crimes and incidents reported to campus security 

authorities (whether the crime occurred on campus, in off-campus 

buildings or property owned or controlled by the university, or 

on public property adjacent to campus). The report also provides 

campus policies and practices concerning security—how to report 

sexual assault and other crimes, crime prevention efforts, policies/ 

laws governing alcohol and drugs, victims’ assistance programs, 

student discipline, campus resources and other matters. You may 

obtain this report online at: http://police.ucdavis.edu/clery.htm. 

To obtain a printed copy, please submit a request by e-mail to 

lstemple@ucdavis.edu or in writing to the UC Davis Information 

Practices Officer, Offices of the Chancellor and Provost, University of 

California, Davis, One Shields Avenue, Davis, CA 95616. Please put 

a subject heading on the e-mail, or label the outside of the envelope, 

as “Information Request for Campus Security Report.”
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grAnts

Grant funds available at UC Davis School of Law include Law School 

Grant and State UC Grant. Grants do not need to be repaid as long as 

the student remains eligible. Full-time enrollment for grant funding is 10 

units per semester. Students taking fewer than 10 units may be billed for 

aid received.

FederAl  perKins  loAn

The Federal Perkins Loan is a federal loan borrowed through the 

university based on financial need with a fixed interest rate. While you 

are enrolled at King Hall, the government will pay the interest for you. 

Repayment begins nine months after graduation, participation in the 

Planned Education Leave Program (PELP), or withdrawal from school. 

You may receive multiple Perkins Loans under one Master Promissory 

Note while you are enrolled at UC Davis.

FederAl  d ireCt  (UnsUbs id iZed)  loAns

The interest rate is fixed and is charged beginning the day the loan is 

disbursed until the loan is repaid in full. You may pay the interest while 

you are in school, during the grace period, or during deferment, or you 

may capitalize the interest (by adding it to the total principal of the loan 

when you graduate).

grAdUAte  plUs  & AlternAt ive  loAns (pr ivAte 
edUCAt ionAl  loAns)

Students who need to borrow funds beyond the federal unsubsidized and 

Perkins loan limits will be able to choose between the federal Graduate 

PLUS (Grad PLUS) Loan and an Alternative Loan (private educational 

loan). The Grad PLUS Loan will have a fixed interest rate and all of the 

federal student loan benefits during the life of the loan. Because UC 

Davis is a Direct Loan Institution for federal student loans, King Hall 

students may also pursue a Grad PLUS Loan provided by the William 

D. Ford Direct Loan Program. The Direct Grad PLUS being offered at 

UC Davis has a fixed interest rate and no annual or aggregate borrowing 

limits (other than cost of attendance less other financial aid received). 

While a credit check is required to qualify for the Grad PLUS, the credit 

criteria are less strict than those associated with private student loans. 

For more information about Alternative Loans, visit  

financialaid.ucdavis.edu/graduate/types/lenderlists.html.

Note: Financial aid is subject to change in federal, state, and institutional 

policies without prior notice.




