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ASSOCIATION OF MEDIA AND ENTERTAINMENT COUNSEL ANNOUNCES FINALIST NOMINEES FOR THIRD ANNUAL 
COUNSEL OF THE YEAR AWARDS
LOS ANGELES, CA, NOVEMBER 9, 2007 – The Association of Media and Entertainment Counsel (AMEC), the leading trade association serving general counsel and business affairs attorneys at media and entertainment companies, has announced the finalist nominees for its third annual Media & Entertainment Counsel of the Year Awards. 
Finalist nominees in each of the eleven award categories include:

· Counsel of the Year Award:  Eduardo Bandera, Legal Director, Televisa; Vernon G. Chu, Vice President, Business and Legal Affairs, BBC Worldwide Americas; Helene Pretsky, Executive Vice President, Business Affairs and General Counsel, Platinum Studios.
· Rising Star Award:  Yaacov Barselah, Senior Counsel, Business and Legal Affairs, Nickelodeon Digital Media; Scott Tenley, Vice President, Head of Legal Affairs, Media Rights Capital; Andy Wong, Assistant General Counsel, CBS Television.
· PwC Dan Brandhorst Memorial Deal Maker Award:  Julie Jacobs, Senior Vice President and Deputy General Counsel, AOL; Andrew W. Levin, Executive Vice President and Chief Legal Officer, Clear Channel Communications; Debbie Spander, Vice President, Business and Legal Affairs, Comedy Central/MTV Entertainment. 
· Sports Counsel Award:  Jeff Benz, Executive Vice President and General Counsel, AVP Pro Beach Volleyball Tour; Karen Brodkin, Senior Vice President, Business and Legal Affairs, Fox Cable Networks/Fox Sports Net; Lisa Stancati, Assistant General Counsel, ESPN. 
· Technology and New Media Counsel Award:  David Anderman, Senior Director and Head of Business Affairs, LucasFilm; Jordan McCollum, Vice President and Counsel, Walt Disney Internet Group; Antonious Porch, Senior Vice President, Business and Legal Affairs, Nickelodeon/MTV Networks Digital Media. 
· Labor Counsel Award:  Duncan Crabtree-Ireland, Deputy National Executive Director and General Counsel, Screen Actors Guild; Daniel Grover, Agent, Creative Artists Agency; Laura Legge, Vice President and Counsel, Labor Relations, ABC, Inc.
· Hospitality/Location Based Entertainment Counsel Award:  Dawn Haghighi, Corporate Governance and Litigation Counsel, Cunard and Princess Cruise Lines; Randy Winograd, President and General Counsel, SBE Entertainment Group.
· Public Service Counsel Award:  Fred Kipperman, Associate Director, RAND Institute for Civil Justice; Jean Prewitt, President, Independent Film & Television Alliance; Steve Yamaguchi, University Counsel, University of Southern California.
· Video and Online Games Counsel Award (New Category in 2007):  Debra Baker, Senior Vice President, Operations, Warner Bros. Interactive; Adam Lovingood, Senior Counsel, MTV Networks West Coast Digital; Lee Rawles, Senior Counsel, Electronic Arts. 
· Excellence in Branded Entertainment Award (New Category in 2007):  Jo Ann Magno, Senior Counsel, and Darryl Cobbin, Chief Marketing Officer, Boost Mobile; Lynette Fuller-Andrews, Assistant General Counsel, and Claire Edgar, Director, Champion Brand Marketing, Hanes Brand; Michael Jaffa, Senior Vice President, Business and Legal Affairs, and Christopher Antola, Director of Strategic Initiatives, Madison Road Entertainment.
· Outstanding Media & Entertainment Law Firm Award (New Category in 2007):  Greenberg Traurig, LLP; Katten Muchin Rosenman; Loeb & Loeb.
“We once again have a fantastic crop of finalist nominees for the Media & Entertainment Counsel of the Year Awards, and we look forward to recognizing their outstanding achievements and presenting awards to the winners at our gala dinner event,” said AMEC co-founder Peter Winkler.  “We are thrilled about the involvement of the media and entertainment legal and business community, and the support of our generous sponsors, which makes this Awards series possible.”
The Excellence in Branded Entertainment Award, one of the three new Awards categories introduced in 2007, is unique in that it recognizes outstanding achievement by two executives – an in-house entertainment attorney in conjunction with a marketing or operating executive.  The Outstanding Media & Entertainment Law Firm Award, another new category in 2007, recognizes the top media and entertainment practice at a major law firm – as voted upon by AMEC’s nine Counsel of the Year Awards judges, who hold in-house general counsel and business affairs attorney positions.
This year, AMEC has rededicated its Deal Maker Award as the PwC Dan Brandhorst Memorial Deal Maker Award, in honor of PricewaterhouseCoopers partner Dan Brandhorst, a great friend and supporter of AMEC who perished tragically on United Airlines Flight #175 on September 11, 2001.  The Awards gala dinner event will include a special tribute to Brandhorst.  
Awards finalists, sponsors, and other AMEC advisors and VIPs will attend the Award Nominees Cocktail Reception to be held on Tuesday, November 13th at Chocolat restaurant in West Hollywood, CA.  The Awards finalists will then be honored and winners will be announced at a gala dinner on Friday, December 7th at the legendary Friars Club in Beverly Hills, CA.  
The December 7th gala dinner will feature a keynote speech from Michael Fricklas, Executive Vice President and General Counsel, Viacom Inc., and will be attended by a selection of the media and entertainment industry’s top senior management executives and other industry VIPs.  Organizing the event on behalf of AMEC will be Rebecca-Marie Prevot, President of Lady Prevot Inc., a top Los Angeles-based event planning and production consultancy that has produced a variety of major corporate, celebrity and fashion events.  Headline sponsors of the 2007 Awards include PricewaterhouseCoopers, HSBC Bank, Korn-Ferry International and Foley & Lardner, and media sponsors Broadcasting & Cable, Multichannel News and ContentAgenda.com.

The Awards winners will be determined by a distinguished panel of judges that includes:

· John Amer, Partner and Legal Practice Leader, Korn Ferry International  

· Jonathan Anschell, Executive Vice President and General Counsel, CBS Television  

· Joe Bogdan, Senior Vice President of Legal and Business Affairs, World Wrestling Entertainment  

· Sam Fernandez, Senior Vice President and General Counsel, Los Angeles Dodgers  

· Joseph Gabriel, Vice President and General Counsel, Digital Domain  

· Andy Reif, Chief Executive Officer, Championship Gaming Series
· Shawn A. Trell, Senior Vice President and General Counsel, AEG Live  

· Patric Verrone, President, Writers Guild of America West  

· Ron Wheeler, Senior Vice President, Content Protection, 20th Century Fox  

The Media & Entertainment Counsel of the Year Awards were created in 2005 by AMEC founders Arnold Peter of entertainment law firm Raskin Peter Rubin & Simon, Peter Winkler of media intelligence company Teletrax, and William Simon of executive search firm Korn-Ferry International.  

The distinctive Counsel of the Year Awards statuettes were created by Bennett Gallery, which has designed awards for the NFL, NBC Universal and the American Red Cross.  The AMEC was formed in early 2006 to serve as the leading trade association providing resources, information, continuing education and awards recognition to the general counsel and business affairs attorneys at media and entertainment companies and law firm practices.  In addition to the Media & Entertainment Counsel of the Year Awards, key programs of the AMEC include:  M/E Insights newsletter, distributed quarterly to over 30,000 media, entertainment and communications decision makers globally; a variety of regular continuing education seminars held annually in New York and Los Angeles; and other industry news, data and information.  For further information, please visit www.theamec.com.
For an invitation to the November 13th cocktail reception or December 7th gala dinner, please contact Beverly Isadore (bisadore@raskinpeter.com).  A limited number of sponsorship opportunities are available.  For a 2007 Counsel of the Year Awards brochure, please visit www.theamec.com.
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